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E— ABSTRACT

The right to the city is a part of human rights,
which one of its aims is guaranteeing the safety of
inhabitants of the city. This right, which is among
the rights of the third generation of human rights,
is known as the "Right to the Safe City". Safe City
means the safe habitat, the safe transportation and

S.D.LL.
The SD Institute of Law
Research & Study

Publisher:
Shahr-e- Danesh
Research And Study
Institute of Law

Article Type:
Original Research

DOI:
10.48300/LR.2022.160775

Received:
20 June 2020

Accepted:
20 August 2020

Published:
10 December 2022

=

E5E

the unpolluted environment with maintaining the
life of inhabitants. Citizens in such city are not
inactive and passive. They have an impact on the
process of selecting city managers and executing
the decisions taken in the name of the city. The
Right to the Safe City expresses the right of the
inhabitants to benefit from safety in front of
natural events and human activities. Identifying
this right brings about two positive consequences:
- supporting the city as an alive and dynamic
creature;

- codifying a separate charter for each city
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according to local requirements for achieving sustainable development and
resolving urban problems.
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Extended Abstract]

The urbanization process of societies is increasing rapidly. Cities appear to
be gradually getting destroyed due to urban development policies. The lack
of law and order and the efficient implementation of the same happens to be a
sad reality across any city throughout the world. In such cities, the rulers' will
and desire take precedence over the written law. This phenomenon, in turn,
threatens citizens' lives and the city's growth.

The rule of law in such cities is a mere facade, and the hidden powers dominate
the city's formation process and determine its direction. In cases where there
is vertical and horizontal development in a city without being in accordance
with the building rules and regulations, especially the rules that align with the
environmental concerns, have proved to be counterproductive and are, in fact,
in conflict with the fundamental rights of citizens. Infrastructural development
in a city should be carried out in a way that is aligned with the set law and the
environmental goals of the city at large in order to ensure a better quality of
life for its residents. While the right to a safe city and clean environment has
not been recognized as a formal right in domestic and international regimes,
the current state of affairs presents a compelling argument for recognizing and
enforcing such rights.

The right to a safe city considers the urban space from the point of view of
illegal constructions, its impact on the urban environment, and fundamental
human rights such as the right to life. Article 3 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights is dedicated to the right to life. The right to life, at the top
of fundamental human rights, forms the root and primary basis of the right to
a safe city. Factors such as air pollution, water pollution, and loss of trees and
animals threaten the human environment and threaten the right of a citizen
to live in a safe city. In the safe city, the streets are narrowed for the benefit
of pedestrians, and the green space is not destroyed to expand the towers.
Degradation of environmental quality is a severe threat to human survival. The
concepts of justice and equality, human dignity, environmental protection, and
suitable housing form the basis of the right to a safe city. It is argued that the
planning of a safe city should ideally involve the participation of urban city
designers keeping in mind the objective of constituting an environmentally
advanced city. It is also recommended that there should be significant public
engagement to ensure that the needs of the citizens are duly met.

In addition to the aforementioned matter, it is also important to understand
and acknowledge the disparity of city resources between different strata of the
public itself. A city is a home to a collection of humans with different physical



Right to the Safe City in Human Rights ...

and movement abilities. The disabled, the elderly, the injured, and pregnant
women have the right to benefit from city facilities on an equal basis with
others and with a suitable level of safety. Paying attention to the rights of such
a group of citizens makes the city look more humane, doubles the capabilities
of the disabled, and reduces their dependence on others.

It is not impossible to predict the damages and dangers that the city is facing.
by taking preventive measures, it is possible to eliminate the source of the
violation of the city residents' right to safety. In the international and domestic
arena, government, local institutions, and citizens are responsible for protecting
the right to a safe city. Governments, as urban managers, have various tools at
their disposal to save humans in cities. Furthermore, Citizens, as residents of
the city, also have duties. It is important for citizens to engage in sensitization
drives regarding the ongoing urbanization and environmental violations and
advocate for the same.

The right to a safe city is an emerging and effective idea that makes the
citizens safe against natural and human risks that occur in the city. A fundamental
human right that citizens of any race, language, nationality, and gender enjoy.
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