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Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Opened for Signature Jan. 27, 1967, 18
U.S.T. 2410; T.1.A.S. 6347; 610 U.N.T.S. 205.
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8. Michael Chatzipanagiotis, “Registration of Space Objects and Transfer of Ownership in
Orbit,” German Journal of Air and Space Law (ZLW) 56 (2007): 229.

9. Agreement among the Government of Canada, Governments of Member State of the European
Space Agency, the Government of Japan, the Government of the Russian Federation, and the
Government of the United States of America, Concerning Cooperation on the Civil International
Space Station, Signed at Washington January 29, 1998.

10. International Space Station (ISS).
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Abstracts 5

Transfer of Ownership and Lease of Space Objects
in Orbit in the Light of International Space Law
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In recent years and in new trends in space industry, transfer of
ownership and lease of space objects in orbit, especially satellites,
have increased. However, none of the documents in international
space law have any reference to the prohibition of the transfer of
ownership and the lease of space objects in orbit. Therefore, this
article, by accepting the freedom of the transfer of ownership and the
lease of space objects in orbit in accordance with the international
space law documents such as Outer Space Treaty (1967), Liability
Convention (1972), Registration Convention (1975), UN General
Assembly Resolutions 59/115 & 62/101, tries to analyze the legal
status of Launching State(s) and Transferee State(s) in these processes
in terms of international responsibility, international liability and
registration of space objects.

Keywords:  Transfer of Ownership, Lease, International
Responsibility, Liability, Registration, Appropriate State, Launching
State, State of Registry, General Assembly Resolution 59/115 &
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