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Press, 2018), 557.
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%, Guiding Principles, p. 17. See also: Peter Muchlinski, “Implementing the New UN Corporate Human Rights Framework: Implications
for Corporate Law, Governance, and Regulation,” Business Ethics Quarterly 22, no. 1 (2012): 145-177.
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°8 The Agreement on an International Energy Program and the European Energy Charter Treaty.
% Vereniging Milieudefensie et al v. Royal Dutch Shell Plc. 26 May 2021, The Hague District Court, para. 4.4.43
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. Ibid., para. 4.4.9.
% Wadden area.
% Vereniging Milieudefensie et al v. Royal Dutch Shell Plc. 26 May 2021, The Hague District Court, para. 4.4.16.
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*® Human Rights Council, “The duty to cooperate and non-State actors Draft study by the Expert Mechanism on the Right to
Development’’, Seventh session, A/IHRC/EMRTD/7/CRP.3, April 2023, Para. 76-78.

7 Melissa Loja, International Agreements between Non-State Actors as a Source of International Law (Great Britain: HART
PUBLISHING, 2022), 9-14
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Activities of Non-State Actors and Redefining the Concept of International Legal Personality
Abstract
A controversial issue in international law is how international legal personality is defined or by what
criteria it is conferred. The field mainly tries to address the questions that who has international legal
personality, and what characteristics the actor must be endowed with, to be the subject of
international law thereafter. scholars and theorists in international law have sought to define the
standards and criteria in order to recognize the international legal personality. International law takes
different approaches to the issue of international legal personality and specifies the status of actors,
as Subject or Object, based on different factors and circumstances. In the beginning, the presence of
states was the focus, however, other actors in the international system took on different forms
gradually. Besides, International organizations and non-governmental entities such as non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), companies, armed groups, etc. appeared on the international
scene. therefore, we gradually observe that the influential factors and the definition of the
international legal personality have transformed. Thus, nowadays, international law requires
specifying the type of its relationship with these actors in order to preserve its function. This article
represents the challenges of international law encountering non-state actors through the lens of

international legal personality to determine how non-state actors are addressed by international law.

Key words: international legal personality, non-state actors, subject, state-centric .
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