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1. Reddy, “Gender, Culture and Law: Approaches to 'Honour Crimes' in the UK”, 3.
2. Simple Killings
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3. A/ Res/ 55/66, Working Towards the Elimination of Crimes against Women Committed in the Name
of Honor, 2 July 2002

4. being too western

5. See for example Tripathi & Yadav, "For the Sake of Honour: But Whose Honour? “Honour Crimes”
Against Women".
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7. gender-based violence

8. culture-based violence

9. religion-based violence
10. Reddy, op. cit.
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11. objectification
12. King, “The Personal Is Patrilineal: Namus as Sovereignty”, 8.
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13. Reddy, op. cit., 8.

14. Cf Turmusani, "Disabled Women in Islam", 2.

15. A/ Res/ 55/66, Working towards the Elimination of Crimes against Women Committed in the
Name of Honor, 2 July 2002.
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17. R v. Bedder [1954] 1 WLR 11109.
18. R v. Camplin [1978] AC 705.
19. R v. Shabir Hussain [1997] EWCA Crim 24.
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20. R v. Faqir Mohammed [2005] EWCA Crim 1880.
21. R v. Abdulla M Younes [2003] Central Criminal Court.
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Nature of Honor Killings
and approach of the Human Rights System towards them

Soheyla EBRAHIMI LOOYEH
LL.M. in International Law, Shahid Beheshti University

An honor killing is the homicide of a female member of a family by other male members of
the same family, due to the belief of the perpetrators that the victim has brought dishonor
upon the family. The perceived dishonor is normally the result of one of the following
behaviors: refusing to enter into an arranged marriage, being the victim of a sexual assault,
seeking a divorce, etc. Honor killings are labeled as a kind of violence against women. The
first step to eliminate honor killings is to identify their nature as to three factors of gender,
culture and religion. The study of England’s judicial precedents indicate that to consider so-
called honor killings as a gender based violence would amount to a better protection of
women. The augmentation in the rate of honor killings has invoked the international human
rights system to respond. The 2002 UN resolution on the fight against honor killings could be
mentioned as an example. Iran has also encountered the same issue for years. This justifies a
brief study of Iran’s criminal justice system towards honor killings.

Keywords: honor killing, honor, sex, culture, violence.
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