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ABSTRACT

Children are one of the greatest victims of terrorist
attacks and are subject to severe mental and
physical harm. Using minors in terrorist actions
and suicide operations, ISIS generates extensive
moral and physical consequences for the children
in addition to psychological ramifications. ISIS
differs from other terrorist groups in how it
influences children. It regards children as the
primary source of its survival. It trains them to
carry out suicide operations and terrorist attacks
voluntarily. Thus, measures must be adopted
to deter ISIS from incorporating and training
children. The existing international documents are
essential and influential in protecting minors.

However, these documents lack effective
sanctions. Eliminating the gaps and ambiguities
in protecting children involved in suicide
operations requires the effort of all members of the
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international community, collaboration, and solidarity among the international
organizations and NGOs to promote the rights of vulnerable groups, such as
children. Undoubtedly, the development of international law that has acquired
a more humane face can accelerate this trend. International judicial bodies can
also contribute to the cooperation and solidarity among the members of the
international community.
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[Extended Abstract]

In Today’s world, at this very time when the need to realize human values is felt
as never before in the international community, children should make the most
of the totality of their human rights and a healthy and growing life. Despite the
trend, abusing children, particularly in the form of terrorist activities and suicide
operations, continues to gather pace. Children are one of the greatest victims of
terrorist attacks and are subject to severe mental and physical harm. Using minors
in terrorist actions and suicide operations, ISIL generates extensive moral and
physical consequences for the children in addition to psychological ramifications.
An estimated 4,640 children travelled to Iraq or Syria, either alone or with their
families, from more than 80 countries to join the selfproclaimed Islamic State
(ISIL), before and after the declaration of the caliphate in June 2014. Around
1,460 children who travelled to, or were born in, Iraq or Syria to parents who
left their home countries to join ISIL have since returned. In total, an average of
12,000 foreigners — among them 4000 women and 8000 children — currently live
in the three camps in the north-east of Syria. Children who were recruited by the
group have been used to carry weapons, guard strategic locations, arrest civilians,
subjected to sexual violence, forced marriage and exploited in suicide bombings.
Regardless of their role, these children have experienced and witnessed extreme
violence and been subjected to indoctrination placing them at a significant risk
of lasting physical and mental harm. The youngest child verified by the United
Nations to have been recruited by ISIL to serve as a child soldier was four years
old.

ISIL differs from other terrorist groups in how it influences children. It regards
children as the primary source of its survival. It trains them to carry out suicide
operations and terrorist attacks voluntarily. Thus, measures must be adopted to
deter ISIL from incorporating and training children. With the track of developments
pertaining to the realization of the totality of human rights, the international
community have endeavored in the form of various international documents to take
invaluable and decisive steps in protecting children. The existing international
documents are essential and influential in protecting minors.

However, these documents lack effective sanctions. Eliminating the gaps and
ambiguities in protecting children involved in suicide operations requires the effort
of all members of the international community, collaboration, and solidarity among
the international organizations and NGOs to promote the rights of vulnerable
groups, such as children. Undoubtedly, the development of international law that
has acquired a more humane face can accelerate this trend. International judicial
bodies can also contribute to the cooperation and solidarity among the members of
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the international community.

The states, international organizations and institutions, and non-governmental
human-right advocacy groups in modern, developed countries must help launch a
novel human-rights movement to protect the disadvantaged strata, such as children
and women. Finally, despite the arguments of human-rights activists and advocates
of normative development in defense of the child soldiers' rights being noteworthy,
the lack of meaningful improvements on this front may be because global public
opinion is still not in tune with the problem of child soldiers. Experience suggests
that when an issue reaches a critical level or the pressure from the public opinion,
and the civil society becomes overwhelming, the international community, in
general, and the government in particular, move towards normative development in
international law.

ISIL 's use of minors in various regions has caused adverse ethical, physical, and
psychological consequences for the children. The intensity of the crimes committed
by this organization surpasses crimes of terrorist and rebel groups in the past. The
available international documents on children help safeguard their rights and well-
being. However, these documents lack powerful and effective legal sanctions. To
overcome these shortcomings, the states must cooperate and show solidarity as
active defenders of human rights and adopt the necessary measures.
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