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ABSTRACT

“Deliberation” in Mehdi Bazargan’s thought,
in changeable issues, is based on contemporary
reason. But on the one hand, both deliberation
and contemporary human reason cannot ignore
the general approaches of »religion«, and on
the other hand, distinguishing the religious
general approaches without using »reason«
cannot become possible. While »reason« is the
reference for picking methods, it is the basis
for understanding religion. Accordingly, reason
and religion are not separate from each other.
In fact, »deliberation« in Bzargan’s thought is a
clear example of the accompaniment of reason
and religion. To demonstrate this proposition, the
bases for »deliberation« in Bazargan’s thought
will be considered in three parts: the principle
of deliberation in government; the principle of
revelatory prophecy; secularization of government

Copyright & Creative Commons:

© The Author(s). 2021 Open Access. This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution Non-Commercial License 4.0, which permits use, distribution and reproduction in any @ @
medium, provided the original work is properly cited. To view a capy of this licence, visit hitpss

reativecommons.org/li v-n BY NC

licenses/by-nc/4.0;




Maryam Mir Mohammad Sadeghi, Deliberation in Bazargan's ...

or separation of religion and government, not separation of religion and
politics; and the differentiation between values and methods. Based on these
three principles, we can speak of the originality of both »religion« and »reason«
in Bazargan’s thought.

Bazargan's experience after the 1957 Revolution, which faced him with the real
problem of governing, became a means of gradual changes in his thoughts than
his combative approach in the 1340s and 1350s. These gradual changes limit
Islam's position from the pervasive ideology with a lot of commands for all
social and political programs to merely directing ideology in a set of principles
and generalities. Therefore, the scope of deliberation, which was limited to
executive affairs in his thoughts before the revolution, extends to the legislative
domain, which this article attempts to discuss in detail.

Keywords: Deliberation, Religion and Reason, Value and Method, Mehdi
Bazargan, Collective Wisdom.
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[Extended Abstract]

Deliberation is a vital issue in Islamic societies all centuries. However, the
interaction with this issue was different and Muslim scholars, jurists and
intellectuals have addressed differently. The definitions presented to deliberation
vary from the council of settlement to numerical democracy or equal voting
rights for all citizens. Muslim thinkers examined deliberation solely in rejection
of the Caliphate but in new theories, the participation of people in public affairs
is explained by deliberation and it has been considered as one of the fundamental
concepts in political theories.

One of deliberation theorist is Mehdi Bazargan. He presented His views about
deliberation as the basis of public participation. He was a member of the
National Movement of Iran and the founder of the Freedom Movement party,
which had a long history of campaigning against the Pahlavi regime. On the eve
of the 1979 Revolution in Iran, he was introduced as Prime Minister of Iran and
head of the Government. Nine months later, after taking over the U.S. Embassy,
he resigned as prime minister and became an Opposition Current of the Islamic
Republic system because of differences with the ruling movement. Explaining
his thoughts is important because he has made an effective effort to defend
religion scientifically, wisely and efficiently. His efforts in collecting between
freedom and religion and reason are commendable. These efforts led to no
conflict between republicanism and Islamism on the eve of the revolution, and
appointing the Islamic Republic as the name of the regime in the Constitution.
However, among the traditional clergy, there was a serious conflict between
republicanism and Islamism, and his efforts on the eve of the revolution cause
the possibility of gathering between republicanism and Islamism by citing to
holy Quran verses and attempting to create a link between modernity and Islam.
The deliberation is based on the alignment of reason and religion in Bazargan's
thought, both as a mechanism of public decision-making and as a source of
legitimacy to the government.

In order to justify this claim, the article consists of two parts: in the first part,
the basis of the deliberation in Bazargan's thought is discussed. This basis
includes three parts. First the separation of the government's basis from the
mission’s basis and in other words, the separation of the deliberation source
of the government from the revelation source of the mission. In this sense, the
affairs related to the government are about to variable and unsteady matters and
handed over to the people and deliberation which is also the basis of decision-
making based on the reason, while the basis of the mission is from God. The
second basis is the separation of the sphere of government from the sphere of
the religion. In this sense government does not mean politics. So it does not




mean the separation of politics from religion. In this sense, decision-making
in the affairs of the deliberation is not without paying attention to the general
orientations of religion, so in this regard, we have resulted the secularism of
government and not the secularism of politics. the secularism of government
means observing the role of religion in politics as a directional element and not
an inclusive element - which determine all details - and then not entrusting
the duty of propagating religion to the government, and in other words, not
entrusting the sphere of human salvation to the government and ultimately
not entrusting the sphere of governing to religious custodians. Finally, the
separation of value from the method is considered as the third basis. In this
sense, the deliberation is in the domain of methods, but it cannot be without
paying attention to values.

The second part includes the scope and necessity of the deliberation in the
bazargan’s thought. the scope of the deliberation, is related to the sphere in
which the deliberation is competent to make decisions. It means all matters
in which human intellect is capable to decide. In other words, reduces
deliberation to the detailed legislative matters before the revolution, but he
expanded deliberation to all matters that human intellect is capable to decide
after the revolution, it means he considered the legislative by the people more
than just executive rules, and therefore speaks of the sovereignty of the nation
in enacting laws in the general sense. Then, the necessity of the deliberation
is mentioned in the thought of Bazargan. The necessity of the deliberation
includes, necessity of public participation in public affairs and in decision-
making, both at the legitimacy of government at the first stage then efficiency
of government at the second stage. The necessity of the deliberation provides
legitimacy of government by public participation. More over deliberation is
used as a tool to counter tyranny in any form, including Pahlavi dictatorships,
happy dictatorships, or other forms of tyranny.

More detailed about the necessity of the deliberation was the result of his
experience after the revolution and problems who encountered because the role
of the people were be ignored in public affairs. It means governing was limited
to certain people who know themselves as custodian of the religion. Therefore,
in the thought of bazargan after the revolution, the position of the deliberation
has increased and the religion position has changed from a maximum and
inclusive position that has plans for all political and social spheres to a merely
directional position, and The role of the deliberation is promoted from executive
and partial affairs to legislative which is more broad.

The deliberation represents the alignment of reason and religion, the relationship
between reason and religion is a continuous process, what the reason achieves
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through the knowledge affects our understanding of religion, so there should be
no conflict between reason and religion, so if a conflict appears between these
two sphere, the reason findings and religious findings should be examined once
more. The Bazargan’s goal was solving these apparent conflicts between reason
and religion in whole life by religious intellectualism.
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