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ABSTRACT

The punishment for the intentional murder of a
child by the father in accordance with the Islamic
Penal Code of Iran is receiving blood money
and ta'zir (Discretionary Punishment). In Islamic
jurisprudence, the sentence of prohibition of
fathers' retribution has adherents and opponents.
The legislator trends to the adherents and has
recognized the mentioned sentence. The legislator
has announced that one of the conditions in related
to Revenge (Avenge for Blood), is discarded of
the paternity between the child and father. The
mentioned rule has always been challenged and
criticized by criminal lawyers and so far they
have not succeeded in changing the will and
opinion of the legislator in this regard. Due to
the proliferation of mass media, public opinion
is strongly influenced by media representations
of father-child killing, and such crimes are often
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reported by the media. People's awareness of the non-retribution of the father
through the media has consequences that create the need to reconsider. It seems
that it is possible to reconsider and modify the legal rule prohibiting in relation
of the father in case of intentional killing the child and to persuade the legislator
to change and modify it with the help of experts in jurisprudence. This research
has been done by descriptive-analytical method based on library resources and
news databases.
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[Extended Abstract]

Infanticide is definitely one of the most violent crimes that society is greatly
affected by the resulting violence. Infanticide is referred to as a crime that
creates more fear and insecurity in society than other crimes. But what has
brought such a crime to the attention of lawyers and criminologists is the lack
of equality in the execution of the punishment for intentional homicide in the
case of a father who committed intentional homicide of his child.

Infanticide is the intentional killing of a child by the father, which takes place
by deliberately and knowingly taking the life of the child by the father, despite
the conditions prescribed for intentional homicide. This form of intentional
murder has a relatively long history in Iranian-Islamic society, and since long
ago, due to the existence of a strong patriarchal culture, fathers have killed their
children with various titles and accusations. One of the most important reasons
for committing the crime of infanticide is honor issues.

According to the Islamic Penal Code of Iran, the punishment for the
intentional killing of a child by the father is the payment of dowry and ta'zir.
In Islamic jurisprudence, the prohibition of father's revenge has its proponents
and opponents. In this case, the legislator has given a legal and official face to
the father's non-retribution, and one of the conditions of self-retribution is the
termination of the relationship between the murderer and the victim. The above
legal sentence, which has always been objected and criticized by criminal
lawyers, has not yet succeeded in changing the will and opinion of the legislator
in this matter. Due to the spread of mass media, public opinion is strongly
influenced by the media representation of infanticide at the hands of the father,
and is often informed about the occurrence of such crimes by the media.

Also, according to the standards of criminal sociology, it can be said that
crime is a phenomenon in societies, as a rule, the existence of a certain amount
of it is useful and necessary for the society, the crime of infanticide is also like
other crimes, the existence of a certain amount of it in society is normal and
natural, but the problem is somewhere in the past. It turns out that the media, by
representing this crime, can help its repetition by other people and facilitate its
occurrence. As one of the powerful tools of valuation, the media has the ability
to create values in the context of social developments.

The values that are born in this context will also disappear in the same
context. Such values will maintain their value as long as they are supported by
the collective conscience of the society, and after they are out of the support
of the collective conscience and die, it is very difficult and impossible to re-
educate it. Regarding infanticide, it should be said that the time when the father
had the right and permission to kill his child for any reason and not be retaliated
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is passing, and now this case is leaving the support of the collective conscience.
In fact, the non-retaliation of the father is no longer a value but an anti-value.
Media representation of crimes can cause them to be repeated in the society
and cause fear and panic in the public opinion; Therefore, it can be said that
the media coverage of the crime has the power to direct public opinion in the
field of changing the legal sentence of the father's exemption from punishment
in the crime of infanticide and direct it towards the request of the legislator to
change it. People's awareness of the father's lack of revenge by the media has
consequences that require a review of this matter. It seems that it is possible
to reconsider and with the help of experts in jurisprudence regarding the
modification and justification of the legal sentence prohibiting revenge of the
father in case of intentional killing of the child, and encourage the legislator
to modify and change it. It can be said that the mass media are influential in
the legislator's desire to change the law prohibiting father's revenge in case
of intentional killing of the child. This research has been done by referring to
library sources and using news databases in a descriptive-analytical way.
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