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Intellectual Property Protection for Graphical User Interfaces

Abstract

A graphical user interface is a fundamental part of any software application as it enables users to interact
with an application’s functionality, allowing interaction between computer software and hardware. Hybrid
nature is a feature of GUIs. Therefore, it can qualify for all three forms of intellectual property protection:
patent, copyright, and trademark. Each of these three forms has its pros and cons in terms of protecting
graphical user interfaces. However, industrial design rights eventually seem to be the best system for
protecting graphical user interfaces. Therefore, this study mainly focuses on the industrial design
protection for the GUIs as well as the industrial design protection of GUIs in WTO member states, and in
some cases, a comparison has been made with the Iranian legal system. Review of different legal systems
indicates that in cases where the user interface is to be supported in more than one country and at the
international level, some points such as the scope of protection, filing routes and priority rights should be
considered, and suggestions have been presented for modification of the protection system of GUIs as well
as synchronization of protections. Furthermore, there are legal issues with respect to cloud computing and
graphical user interfaces that need to be considered, including the protection of the intellectual property of
both the user and the provider.

Keywords: Graphical User Interface, Industrial Design, Intellectual Property, Cloud Computing



doddo

e ke b saled el aslin b wilgi oo )8 (T oyl 5l a8 el Jlidle 5 51 st (GBS )8 L,
sladaly s 93 4 )5 sladal, (IS ok 4 S e wald 1) lEe 5 g IR Co ple el ISl
@ a8 ol &by 0505 (Sopd 6l by Jle Web oo e (ST 65 slokal, 5 (Supd oS
3 pepe Cadle 5 (SLES (505 buly Jle 5 0,8 Jaiie aibl) a4 Iy Sledlbl g Sl jgins plgice o alewg
0958 595 by 4 4z b e |y oyt Glgiee )] 9y SIS L a8 el g (slae oy Canl) Caonn aigS
a el 00,5 gy Gralidl il 4 Jate ilog sl « e gian (90 (5195 5 Jl3dle 5 2 (e slacssly
S pilo) wredige Sl e 1 g Sl Jlog eloil b o)l el o 68 ladal; coonl o
ab) opl wldly 6 SKeta b, 5 Sl asle (ST 65 L) (b sl Ble 5 Sn psled
eS8 5 by saady)) gladloyw 51 (o plare @ (S5 60 slalal, G558, coonl S
AL%os Lawgs o] ol 5 (6 0 paseas j g 48,5 3 Coles 3,90 (oo 3| Eilo por iz 45 Canl a3Y g el
258 (6 S gl

5 2ol SeSlle Boi> A2LL 90 4 (6,88 coslle Goi> e (6,88 CoSIle Goi> 0 Wb | (hle>
Sulex 8590 Lalpd (SIS 6015 Glalul, a5 (o0 S5 4 358 o0 e (Jrto CoSIle Bod> 5 50
LS o el T BB cuale 6,5 slalul, sbo Shg 5l (S Ly oyl | asls o5 0 0 28,5 13
Sole Joodie 3550 o 1) ()] (sl Conogas o ol (Sl plate 5 G55 (05 Coogas aw
Pl 5 652 5 (23l CaSIle Boi> Jgaiio |y o poo (T 100 3 Sxio slagsb 5 el il 3si
(s oSl Goi el Gl (S oliie 4 ()l @Ble Goi> colex bulpd azly 1) ol e (S
s bkl 5l colem 5o 55S3e laasls 51y s a5 cnl Gl 995 0 ohae 45 (i S oo
slala, 5l Zolox sl pllas o ige 1) (Siate lagsb Gsi> ol LT Syl hnd 5 &g bl ax (S5
Slr ebbas; 5 Olsd ar Alide loypaS o aS ol 18 A s Iy Gl ol b Geizres Ty 68
ol 5o plecals 5 boglss az olnl Gailsd bos o)l 052y (SIS 6,5 Gk, geio )b ) colos
Fas,ls ai;

Olyyhe 5 oals oy Vgl 4 el ol by ol o iz Boi> slapllss 0 S, 51 (AT oS D950 e
Sloy5iS ogas a4 il JBoh> slopll (ls8 5l 2T pilins (s )5 lakal, ) calom (sl censbie
L Boi> plls 098 Ll g lacind (ol pl (Bodo pllas b )50 (ilgd ks b U ool aie cpl jo by
8l Gy 3l Bk ) (e e allim i 50 Colom S slaol, 51 (o Tl ogs 1T
a5 Cosl sty 5 09850 SF o] ) (smio b a5 cel (oo )5S ples slaas) 5 il Sl S el

! John Peter Neophytou, “Copyright for graphical user interfaces,” Journal of Intellectual Property Law &
Practice 6, no. 7 (2011): 2.

2 Elisabeth Logeais, “Design Protection for Graphical User Interfaces,” International Chamber of Commerce,
2018, 5.

® Hybrid Nature



5l golass sladyg; 5 Guilsd i ol o clpl ool Ban 5585 gloayg, o (uilsd 51 (BT p3kins o ol
5 Sledbl il oad e Mllige SE 5L GBI 15 sl 2 )5 Sl Glojle sae glajsis
05 L] 5l ] o S B als Y o Ll s S5 501 e oleaasiie 51 byl ol cglaaily
FB ol a9 wsls 18 Glam blas sadl 1o pges o (om0 50 Sl s o (SBIS 605 slala,
St 5o Y s S B 985 Ko o o)l Ll Sl coles s Gl glajaS gLl bawgs A
oS Cuwl (pl 05l g0 zrlae lxil 0 a5 shiwy (nlply 0,5 )18 Colem 0550 (Mallin mlaw jo 5 )5S S
) SIS az ool plln )0 5 S3)l0 v92g (Mollipn o o (ST )8 L) 5l coles 6l (ploosed 4z
1o 15 b e il

ol o5l ey ) e g s 5 slal L ol L) o Sl (5 s sloasnay 5 Koo 5
SoaSt |y il T 5o Sledbl 5515 b g cgjlmo s il ol L], Sloss o sl ol il
by 53 457 355 133l 5 3l o3kl b oy &gty o sJmplaiens “ogbioe wald IS (sl ogas
Sk o 5lals S92y SauS an gl i, H (S sk g alng 1) (e sl o 0035 oaimsdl)|
Ol 55 503 Bk 53 5 wias e @l )5 & ()l 5 ()1l 5 qlie 4wt © S s
Sliae @l 45 il )8 ol IS e el 2l G 5 R SIS B 50 4 053 o s
M8 e oalitl ol 8l 5 oS ol )l 5 e S g 9 e oalinal pl Sl ag5 slacriaSiy
5 A 3ym G b 5,%00 Lot S5 s il Sy o s lS Ly 5,58 e (Sa
DS B o )50 AR O)lge pl jo Cules la)lSal) 5 Ak S)lge a5 Sl 03 5 0 S

815 63, buly pogeie
Gl Laly s e il aY (SIS )5 Laly b el olis] o Beis cole 4 dgy 5l i
Gk 5l b Sleies ;0B 1) 5 a8 cenl el lams S (Sl 6,8 Ll S col ol | S3LS
Mg sien S8 @ 0Ll sl a5 ol s ounsS o)lal 58S slagie oyl aiile (e polie
3 S bl b €ogles Jales aibl, b aallSe sladinz 5 JUES! by ydaod] ¢ Tlao oty o ladaSs o Luge

olosi 1 il (slotlled Wi go 28 oie S 51 Sl L oo 5| oslital 5,b 5l e (S5 olie ol

aske)

* SD Levi and KC Riedel, “Cloud computing: understanding the business and legal Issues,” White Paper,
http://us. practicallaw. com/8-501-5479, 2010, 1.

® Cloud Provider

® Cloud User

"End User

® Brendan Jennings and Rolf Stadler, “Resource management in clouds: Survey and research challenges,”
Journal of Network and Systems Management 23, no. 3 (2015): 569-70.

® Graphical User Interface

% cons

! pull-down menus

12 pointers

3 pointing devices

' Buttons

> Windows

'® Transitional animations

" Dialog boxes
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