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Human Rights Analysis of Traditional and formal transitional Justice in Rwanda: Case of
Gacaca

More than one million have participated in the Rwandan genocide in 1994. How Rwanda was
able to held the perpetrators accountable and restore justice while its criminal justice was
collapsed due to genocide? First, we will look at the general picture of fulfillment of transitional
justice in Rwanda through Gacaca courts which were inspired by traditional society-centric
criminal justice system. This courts were established to address genocide, establishing peace and
reconciliation. After short review of history of traditional justice system before colonial period,
we shall discuss formation of the Gacaca courts, their structure, authority and criminal procedure.
At the end, while we shall hail some of the achievements of the court, we shall discuss challenges
caused by the courts namely due process, non-legality and non-accountability. Shortcomings of
the Gacaca courts also shall be reviewed. Our proposition is that although Gacaca courts have
their shortcomings and have been criticized, they have helped to establish peace and stability and
human rights in the warn-torn society of Rwanda.

Key Words: Gacaca, Traditional Mechanisms in Transitional Justice, Rwanda, Human Rights,
Genocide, Justice, Peace and Reconciliation, Responsibility.
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