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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted with the aim of
evaluating the role and performance of formal
and informal social organizations in recidivism
prevention, focusing on the efficacy of social
reintegration programs for offenders after release
from prison. The obtained results indicate that the
implementation of international norms, as well
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as the provision of post-imprisonment assistance
and support related to community reentry - as
two components of social reintegration programs
- do not have a significant impact on reducing
recidivism. In contrast, post-release supervision
of offenders and early release programs
demonstrate greater effectiveness in preventing
recidivism. Based on the evaluation of formal
and informal social organizations, the ranking of
the importance of social reintegration programs
within the prison environment, in order, includes:
early release programs, offender supervision, post-
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release assistance and community reentry, and finally, the implementation of
international norms. The overall evaluation of these organizations' performance
indicates that their level of participation and effectiveness in implementing social
reintegration programs for offenders after release is at a relatively satisfactory
yet not particularly strong level. The findings overall reveal that the role of
social organizations in reducing recidivism requires serious strengthening and
revision of programs and intervention methods.
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[Extended Abstract]

Criminality is a phenomenon that violates social norms; its origin dates to the
dawn of human creation, and it is increasing daily in societies. Since criminality
is one of the most important phenomena threatening societal security, the
discipline of criminology emerged to utilize various sciences to reduce crime
rates in societies through etiology and crime prevention. In accordance with
Clause 5 of Article 156 of the Iranian Constitution, the duty of reforming
offenders and crime prevention has been placed upon the judiciary. However,
with the rise in criminality, the said branch cannot have a significant impact
on preventing recidivism and the social reintegration of offenders without the
cooperation of other organizations. Therefore, this research was conducted with
the aim of evaluating the role and performance of formal and informal social
organizations in recidivism prevention, with emphasis on social reintegration
programs for offenders after release from prison. The findings of this research
showed that based on the objective criterion, this study falls under applied
research; based on the data collection time criterion, it is a survey study; and
based on the nature of the data and the basis of the research, it is a quantitative
study. The primary data collection tool in this research is a researcher-made
questionnaire. The scale used in the questionnaire of this research is the
Likert scale. The reliability of the research tool has been confirmed based
on a Cronbach's alpha test of 0.71. The statistical population of this research
includes social workers, counselors, and psychologists of social and support
organizations supervised by the judiciary, as well as personnel and managers
of the State Prisons Organization. The sample size in this research, using the
SPSS SamplePower, consists of 156 individuals, and the sampling method in
this research is convenience sampling. Data were analyzed utilizing SPSS.
To determine the existence/non-existence of an effect between variables and
to estimate and generalize the results obtained from the sample size to the
statistical population, a one-sample t-test model and the Friedman test were used
to evaluate the research hypotheses. According to the findings of this research:
(1) The implementation of international norms, as one of the post-release social
reintegration programs, is not effective in preventing offender recidivism;
(2) Post-imprisonment assistance and aid in community reentry, as one of
the post-release social reintegration programs, is not effective in preventing
offender recidivism; (3) Offender supervision, as one of the post-release social
reintegration programs, is effective in preventing offender recidivism; (4) Early
release programs, as one of the pre-release social reintegration programs,
are effective in preventing offender recidivism; and (5) The ranking of social
reintegration programs for offenders within the prison environment in terms of
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importance, from the perspective of formal and informal social organizations,
is as follows: (a) Early release programs; (b) Offender supervision; (c¢) Post-
imprisonment assistance and aid in community reentry; and (d) Implementation
of international norms. All relevant social organizations, whether formal or
informal, must take effective action towards the reformation and rehabilitation
of criminals and the prevention of recidivism. Until a collective resolve is
created among all these organizations, the prevention of recidivism and the
rehabilitation of criminals will not be achieved at a desirable level. For this
reason, social reintegration interventions are carried out by various components
of the criminal justice system with the participation of social organizations,
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), educational institutions, the
community, and the offenders' families. However, these programs can also be
applied to various groups susceptible to committing criminal acts or recidivism,
including children and youths whose socialization process is ongoing, as well
as individuals belonging to groups facing difficulties in the path of adaptation,
such as minorities, migrants, the mentally ill, or drug addicts. Some of these
groups occasionally face insurmountable obstacles. Managing the resolution of
these problems requires the cooperative assistance of various institutions. By
"social reintegration programs,"” what is specifically meant are interventions
aimed at assisting offenders residing in a penal institution such as detention
centers, prisons, psychiatric facilities, or addiction treatment centers. These
interventions comprise resocialization, training and education, pre-release
preparation programs, as well as programs during conditional release and after
exiting prison. This research was conducted in response to 5 hypotheses, and
the results of the hypotheses are as follows: For hypotheses 1 and 2, the results
indicated that two examples of post-release social reintegration programs
- namely, the implementation of international norms and post-imprisonment
aid in community reentry - are not effective in preventing offender recidivism;
therefore, hypotheses 1 and 2 were not confirmed. For hypotheses 3 and 4,
the results indicated that two other examples of social reintegration programs
- namely, offender supervision and early release programs - are effective
in preventing recidivism; therefore, hypotheses 3 and 4 were confirmed.
According to the results of the Friedman test in ranking post-release social
reintegration programs for offenders, it can be concluded that the mean rank
acquired for each of the post-release social reintegration programs for offenders
differs significantly from the other social reintegration programs for offenders
within the prison environment. The ranking of post-release social reintegration
programs for offenders in terms of importance, from the perspective of formal
and informal social organizations, is as follows: 1. Early release programs,
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2. Offender supervision, 3. Post-imprisonment aid in community reentry, 4.
Implementation of international norms. Although the result of hypothesis 5 is
positive - meaning the performance of formal and informal social organizations
in post-release social reintegration programs for offenders is at a relatively
satisfactory level - it can generally be concluded that the performance of formal
and informal social organizations in post-release social reintegration programs
for offenders has not possessed significant power and efficacy.
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