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The Proportionality Between the Principle of the Continuity of States and the Illegal Annexation of
Territory from the Perspective of International Law (Looking at the accession of the Baltic countries)

Abstract

The annexation of territory is one of the issues that has been less addressed in international law and
in the past it was not subject to codified and coherent rules. In the current period, this issue has been
subject to principles such as the prohibition of the use of force and the prohibition of aggression in
UN documents, and only in UN declarations has there been some mention of the prohibition of
acquiring territory by force been raised. Therefore, countries, both before and after the UN era, have
sometimes had dreams of territorial expansion and expansionism in mind, and even in the current
century, such cases have been carried out or are being carried out in parts of Ukraine, including the
annexation of the Crimean Peninsula and four other provinces of Ukraine to Russia, the plan to annex
parts of northern Syria to Turkey, Greenland to the United States of America, and the annexation of
Palestinian lands to the Israeli regime. The question addressed in this study is whether, by annexing
all or part of a territory, the personality of the state of the annexed territory disappears in whole or in
that part of the territory, or does the personality of that state continue to exist? In this regard, we will
evaluate the sources of international law, and by examining the theories put forward and the
arguments of the countries, especially in the case of the annexation of the three Baltic countries
(Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), and in the light of the descriptive-analytical method in this regard,
we will achieve this. Since forced and coercive annexation is prohibited in modern international law,
therefore, based on the principle of prohibition of resorting to force and the principle of the
Continuity of States, it is not possible to assume the extinction of the legal personality of the annexed
state. However, regarding legal annexation that is permitted under certain circumstances, it can be
assumed that the personality of the annexed state is lost in whole or in part of the annexed territory.
However, given that the distinction between legal and forced annexation in practice is sometimes
faced with challenges, cases should be examined on a case-by-case basis, including the example of
the annexation of the Baltic states, which can be used to derive rules in this regard by examining the
case.

Key words: annexation of land, prohibition of aggression, Continuity of states, acquisition of
Territory, international law
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