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(Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday [Anchor Books], 1961) p.457; see John Calvin,. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Edited John
T. McNeill. Tran Ford Lewis Battles. (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1960), vol.1 "Prefatory Address," sec. 3; see Carlos Eire,
M. N. War Against the Idols: The Reformation of Worship from Erasmus to Calvin. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1986) pp.221-224. See also Martinich, op. cit, pp.238
> Christopher, Hill. Collected Essays. 3 vols. (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1986). VVol.3 p.283
> Martinich, op. cit, p.238
% Thomas, Hobbes, the English Works vol.6, ed. William Molesworth (London: Longman, Brown, Green, & Longmans, 1839),
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e Giorgio Agamben,. State of Exception. Translated by Kevin Attell. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005). pp. 77-88:
see also Dilan Ates, (2023) “The State of Exception: An Insight into its Theoretical Background,” Global Campus Human Rights
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Stanford University Press, 1998), pp. 171-172; see also Jef Huysmans, (2008) “The Jargon of Exception—On Schmitt, Agamben
and the Absence of Political Society,” International Political Sociology, vol. 2, no. 2 165-183. DOI: 10.1111/j.1749-
5687.2008.00042.x. p. 172

” Dilan Ates, “The State of Exception: An Insight into its Theoretical Background,” Global Campus Human Rights Journal, vol.
7 (2023): 114-124. DOI: 10.25330/2652. Pp. 119-120.

7 Agamben, Giorgio. ibid, pp166-171
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8 Agamben, Giorgio. ibid, pp 181-188
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Miracle and the State of Exception: A Political-Theological Dispute Among Hobbes,
Schmitt, and Agamben

Abstract:The concept of sovereignty in the tradition of modern political thought has
always maintained a foundational relationship with theological concepts. Carl Schmitt,
through formulating the theory of secularization within the framework of political
theology, made a serious effort to represent this fundamental relation between modern
politics and Christian theology. Within this context, Thomas Hobbes—one of the
founders of modern state theory—becomes the central target of Schmitt’s critique.
According to Schmitt, Hobbes's strict division between the private and public spheres
marks the starting point of a process that neutralizes and ultimately undermines absolute
sovereign authority.This article offers a detailed examination of the relationship between
miracle, the state of exception, and the place of faith in Hobbes’s theory, alongside
Schmitt’s critical interpretation thereof. It argues that Schmitt, in his attempt to restore
sovereign authority within the state of exception, seeks to reintroduce the intervening
God into the realm of politics. The paper then turns to Giorgio Agamben’s theoretical
framework and his fundamental critiques of Schmitt’s theory, showing how the notion of
the state of exception—despite its seemingly critical stance—ultimately serves as a basis
for establishing an exception-driven, unstable, and violent order in which political society
is erased, and only bare life remains.

Keywords: Miracle; State of Exception; Hobbes; Schmitt; Agamben



