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The Mechanisms of the Merida Convention in Combating Corruption: Effectiveness

Abstract

The Merida Convention, recognized as the first comprehensive and universal global anti-corruption
treaty, incorporates four mechanisms—preventive measures, criminalization, international
cooperation, and asset recovery—to facilitate the implementation of anti-corruption efforts in the
domestic laws of member states. While the Convention is innovative in many respects, it suffers from
weaknesses such as the use of non-binding language in certain provisions, dual criminality
requirements, the lack of a robust oversight system, and the predominance of political considerations
in the extradition of offenders and asset recovery processes. These shortcomings cannot be overlooked
and hinder its real impact on state behavior. However, some of these issues stem from the Convention’s
deliberate flexibility to ensure compatibility and enforceability within the legal frameworks of member
states. This implies that the ultimate goal of the Convention is “effectiveness,” defined as an
interdisciplinary approach and the utilization of all available tools to reduce corruption within the
domestic systems of member states. A review of the Convention’s main mechanisms and an analysis
of the concept of effectiveness demonstrate that, during the implementation of these mechanisms,
corruption has decreased across its various dimensions, indicating relative success.
Keywords: Merida Convention, corruption, anti-corruption mechanisms, effectiveness,
interdisciplinary.
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4 Corruption and Economic Crime Branch 2023, ANNUAL REPORT A Year of Commitment, Action and Impact, UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, p 27.

https://track.unodc.org/uploads/documents/corruption/CEB-Annual-Report/2023/2023_CEB_Annual_Report.pdf

5 United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).
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p 6. DOI: https://doi.org/10.47134/ijlj.v2i3.3780

10 Webb, Philipp. (2005). “The United Nations convention against corruption global achievement or missed
opportunity?”, Journal of International Economic Law 8(1), 205. doi:10.1093/jielaw/jgi009

11 Preventive Measures

2NGO


https://www.google.it/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Mathis+Lohaus%22
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/SSRN-Electronic-Journal-1556-5068?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/SSRN-Electronic-Journal-1556-5068?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.891898

Caodl Lol ol JL3 Sel8 5,50 Cod 35 £989 31 e |y Slud (i oo 4l b T solpl Il Lad ol (il (Jbs ol b s
gl o813 e byl plis sl oo 1S lud 590 (sl dsa ¢yl 5 ol (slyn] Coygun 534S sl (goy I 31 (6 S il 5
Y] 0 A (6t OygmanlsS 5D 0 S Ly Ko

HB o SIS 5l g 48 (Gl 4y 5 Sl 4y IS 5000103 1o (Sl o9y (i 955 (e pogite 53 OogendlyiS )0 (g
Ao by g Ay 3l a0l 1S ol o5 a8 0 bl (65 Siig 40 Loy e Aduadld a5 iy oo Jla3 4 03)S o 3L Al Lol
& oo &S JLl s a5 0SSl b Ll sl 9 (b b b ledgs 9 08T o (6ySel> (oolaidl slud sln
59 b 008 g el Jop b gl sl b g o (sloilgd (pnoipmn B 2330 plol il yoyus 53 Sitine (s3Lail ol
ool dets & A 155 5] e g5 ol Bl )3 12985 g by

Ak pogad 5 90l yiSu 8d b (Sly (6wl Jolis (1483 1108 6)Ll 3)50 (ygmusleiS 3 &S (1] 1Ko (sl
A3 ueSle oje 1 dlud 3l (6K sl (6138 Cuwlow ASle (63)lg0 Jolis il 0 3590 03)len p &L aS yulas oyl
bl sl ol ui)}yj 5 oS 4 bayye plls ol (g3l cudylo g (g5l Do ol 3l (65K (1o %;ll.oj‘ O Sy Ken
S, b olod (Siuols (e (5)988 Slods omo (Jlo Ly o 5 Blads (Clablio) LIS (5> (slgoliio cuolio
o b bojylin 5 6Ky (sl M )3 (o dmals JUud )i 92 3l (6 ean Sl (605 < Jiiune 413125 05
2 i (63Uamd] duolie G900 3] 9305 oo Oiygeo (s3Lasdl (slatigy p JyiiS g Oyl (gl Slos b dges (Hlgre 4 Vsl
3 ol o sl () (13905 jlgan cdzols u.mlf] 5 OleMbl &) olud Jdod g 40555 b Blgs o Sdo dmols> b dgis
550 St cpizeed M bled a8 g 4y 9 Wb IS slud b ojylie )3 ( panass e (sladlys sl olud b abilds
Jald (sl )lidy 51 S5k g (6Nt ¢ plolids ;0 bd gt (pl it lud b ojylee jo Sl polis o 20 4i))35 ¢ il
Y B oo arsliis xBgeds g 385 SleMb) &l Sblgs g o o9t «udlais (g ola 59 b 5o (slaptuaw L)l i
PSS

duwd 93 & Olg o |y Dylge ol S 33l ) Klpyn slys |y oY Slolidl plas o (s pol S A" it p3lo giae (glaygiS
spog &Sl 0dss ol 6 Klpyr 4 p3lo ayoaS o Jasl g il (oo el )0 2 2 p3le 95 45 (6390 2905 o
4290l sblje csllas] im) 031 g 3l Al it In ()l (5SSl & 3l gune (slnygiiS oS poll 2 lodid 5SSl 4
o 33 EEle sagas ogng ) OS] e pagns plia buugs 55 a9y 5 (s b el e g plie &
SKlpys 4 aygas a8 Jlasl pizmed oy 3l (ol Wlge JWSI L i ((gilwoleds (D90 aualas b buigs dile) cllae

13 Wehbb, Philipp. (2005). op. cit., 206.
4 UN guide for Anti-corruption polices. (2003). United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 6.
(S g poyad Goi> Olidos delilad iy je ernlyiS 5o solaBl i 5l (6 e (6 pKin? (el Bl daw g siee (Sl
FEFe (TR o laub)FE

16 Hechler, Hannes. (2010). “UNCAC in a nutshell, A quick guide to the United Nations Convention against
Corruption for embassy and donor agency staff”, U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre, U4 Brief September, 1.

PO (g egnts el o)1) o 5 ol el (S
'8 Qualid, Derradji, and Kaabi Rabah, “CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC GROWTH IN NORTH AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE
EAST: A CROSS-COUNTRY ANALYSIS”, International Journal of Professional Business Review, Vol. 9 No. 7 (2024): 6.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.26668/businessreview/2024.v9i7.4829
19 Criminalization and Law Enforcement


https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/Derradji-Oualid/2311962307
https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/Kaabi-Rabah/2304795422
https://openaccessojs.com/JBReview/issue/view/45
https://doi.org/10.26668/businessreview/2024.v9i7.4829

b i Caanbga 5 oolizoleger (el iy b oyl oogas ololio Lo ogidy il ol ctitnss ool ol coris duogs g
slaabls locleiy 5 (it (rogas (5w ) BT gosdy Eapiel Ghe T paskd gl litwd (flp 08
"l oo gyiel

(i J515 o oty Syl b iolaen b ol 8 48 ol s oyl 3ylgo 50 33 ol cditants sglpl 3l sty oyl slie i8]
IS5 el ogilly (£32,8 oly Sl o bgyie e cul 2,8 plosl (g LIS g pllss gyl )3 lSel o b L
NS, o Jae diza) oyl 93 eymii syl 31 518 CpmmlS gl Ul el b T35 el ) JolS (el 4y Jbles oS aisl
32 alolnon ko (£3)lge 4 4Ly 1S oo () Solpys |y Loogas i 5 LSS g (& lySagdsy Ale slud (sl JIS s & 1y
3 g o plol slud 5l Coles )3 o Jlasl coppizmon 33130 0 55 0Lad jl Jol> blos (a5d s 9 GloCleiyy (D9 puo
by et O i i 515 3 gl (o g o 35 A 12 o3 3l sy el
Talon e (pogas i )3 dlud sl ISie ooy

cilien JIS) plos dyg0 5 Sl 335 S pie S oo sl 03,55 311al5 1o Al 1y lge plas pmleiS 45l 5 >
b o Uyl OlSel 130 g A5l ey 3,90 (2linylidy (6 Ateld Sy g B9 L (Ol (lgic 4y sl yS0m oS )l
1oy955 751 i e Sl 5 5 el s 13 0955 o & o o b 3 S (5 25l 558
Sbrdiged g 4i3)S o) )3 ()48 wal > Ol 4 4l 9 L9 o Cguins Slud 13y (ol JISED] (g)lu 45 )5 3929 £ Loz
T M) g S8 gl a S ISl (S e Jlbped 5 Sl )lsSosin) Jolis Slse il )

Y02 Mol o (Ko

AndS )0 Ll Can uobu.Lo by e 6l a4y dguee 500 %;LLJI O oyl Ly il o s Ls.l.LJl O S)Ked Oygy
63958 3 dlusd ailizy (Ol 22 ez 3 oyl o )3 g bl (658 g 53 (6 058 g sl plos
o8 o ey 958 2l g 0352 Mall 2 (65K 3l Slud b oy loo cplplis 29 g0 0103 O i %00 5988 )3 cam
“ " 10,15 03, le

b Oleyee 35 (i St el ) b b o on slaiz ol 2515 oLy s ol ple e (55
5 gln,S 1y blite s (claitelus §) asetio JIS Slcloge iyt cpmeilgiS ol S 6yt 00K,
Msal 1y sloludl wlcaboge pizmod bayais . diled dyime |y JLSiye (puizren g dind dil)) oB3ls > odlawl Caps S)lae Jlisl
S sy ol §) Lol wge oy3la g b gjlndgiuns o b, 51 &8 1S

O 55 S K150 5 e 5S35 St Slale 5 o5 35 e 3 e (sl
o3lizl g ol Jlis 5 (6 pglga gl Iy lito B> ohilee ) sasie JIS) & 35l oo cilbgo |y o b (ygmailgiS

20 trading in influence

21 Hechler, Hannes. (2010). op. cit., 2.

22 Webb, Philipp. (2005). op. cit., 206.
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