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mass media tools In a process that connects an issue to the existing, closely held values of individuals and Groups.
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Abstract:

Title: The Semantics of the Discourse of "Public Will" in Legal Literature and Legislation

This research focuses on the semantics of the term "public will" and seeks to answer the question of
what meanings or significations the public will conveys in legal literature and legislation. The findings
of this study lead to the discovery and establishment of three definitions and theoretical frameworks of
public will, each of which can be situated within a specific body of knowledge. The definitions are as
follows: public will as a mechanism for the manifestation of the will of a social system; public will in
public policy-making and planning (objective and subjective approaches); and public will in political
philosophy (the general will arising from the social contract theory).

Subsequently, an effort has been made to concentrate on the main trajectory of the research, namely
the conceptualization of public will in legal literature and legislation, by integrating the dimensions of
all the aforementioned definitions. The outcome of the research indicates that in legislative literature,
by combining the dimensions of all three definitional frameworks of public will, three major
interpretations can be presented, under which all the more specific and subsidiary definitions provided
by various scholars can be categorized:

First Interpretation: An objective criterion of public will. This criterion represents a top-down
perspective from the authorities and their representatives directed towards the subjects and audiences
of the law. It encompasses everything that pertains to "public good.” The objective approach of
defining public will within the realm of public policy-making and planning, as well as its definition in
political philosophy, falls within this interpretation.

Second Interpretation: A subjective criterion of public will. This criterion represents a bottom-up
perspective from the people and subjects of the law directed towards the authorities and their
representatives, and it pertains to demands regarding pressing issues such as the enactment or
amendment of a specific law. The definitional understanding of public will as the will of a social
system, along with the subjective approach to defining public will within public policy-making and
planning, as well as its definition in political philosophy, is encompassed within this interpretation.
Third Interpretation: Persuasive public will (considering public will in the formalities of legislation) is
also a category where the focus of thought and the main issue is to justify how to compel people to
engage in actions that are established within legal provisions yet appear contrary to their mind-set,
desires, and will. It can be said that this interpretation of public will seeks to reconcile and even align
objective and subjective approaches.

The final findings indicate that Iran’s criminal justice legislation exhibits an acceptable level of
attention to the objective interpretation of public will; however, the other two interpretations
(subjective and persuasive) lack coherent, structured, and accessible institutional mechanisms.
Keywords: Public Will, Objective Criterion, Subjective Criterion, persuasive criterion,
Legislation.
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