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The digital age and criminal laws in the face of cyber abuse of children and adolescents

Abstract

In today's world, the rapid entry of children and adolescents into cyberspace has created many educational and social
opportunities, but it has also brought serious threats. These threats include online sexual abuse and exploitation,
commercial exploitation, encouragement of risky behaviors, and cyberbullying. These conditions have doubled the
necessity of the role of the criminal justice system in protecting this age group. The present study examines the ability
of Iran's criminal justice system to deal with cyber abuse of children and adolescents and tries to assess its
compatibility with the challenges of the digital age. Using a descriptive-analytical method and sources such as
domestic laws, international documents, and judicial procedure, this research shows that despite laws such as the
Computer Crimes Law and the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescents, there are still serious
shortcomings in the field of criminalization, monitoring of Internet platforms, and dealing with the technical
complexities of the digital space. Among the key findings of this research is the necessity of amending laws,
developing clear judicial guidelines, promoting the accountability of supervisory institutions, and strengthening digital
legal awareness. In total, the research emphasizes that effective criminal protection of children in cyberspace requires
a comprehensive review and coordination between legal structures and new technologies.

Keywords: Digital age, child abuse, criminal law, Computer Crimes Law, cybercrime



