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Transparent and Corruption-Free Governance in Light of International Law

Abstract

In recent decades, the concept of “good governance” has gained a prominent place in the literature
of international law as an institutional foundation for achieving sustainable development, human
dignity, and democracy. Grounded in principles such as transparency, accountability, justice,
participation, and the rule of law, good governance functions not only as a means of improving
public administration but also as a mechanism for safeguarding citizens’ fundamental rights. This
article raises the question of what status the “right to good governance” holds within the
international legal order and how its key components—particularly transparency and the fight
against corruption—can be articulated on the basis of international instruments and practice.
Accordingly, it analyzes relevant international documents and practice with a special focus on
transparency and anti-corruption as two core components that, as prerequisites for the realization
of other indicators of good governance, play a vital role in controlling power, strengthening public
trust, and enhancing the legitimacy of states. Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach and relies on documentary analysis of instruments such as codes of conduct
for public officials, anti-corruption declarations, the Palermo Convention, and the United Nations
Convention against Corruption. The findings indicate that although the term “right to good
governance” has not been explicitly entrenched in binding international legal texts, it can
nevertheless be conceptualized—through a coherent interpretation of principles such as the right
of access to information, justice, and accountability—as an emerging right dependent on other
fundamental rights. In light of this analysis, the gap between states’ international commitments
and their domestic implementation remains one of the central challenges to realizing good
governance, particularly in developing countries; a situation that renders the revision of oversight
structures, the strengthening of institutional transparency, and the institutionalization of the public
right of access to information an unavoidable necessity.

Keywords: Transparency; Anti-corruption; Rule of law; Sustainable development
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" United Nations Development Programme. Governance for Sustainable Human Development: A UNDP Policy Document (New York:
UNDP, 1997).

2 United Nations General Assembly. Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, A/RES/53/144 (1998), art. 6.

3 UN Commission on Human Rights. Resolution 1999/33: Establishment of the Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion
and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression, E/CN.4/RES/1999/33 (1999), para. 33.
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! United Nations. United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols Thereto (adopted 15 November
2000, entered into force 29 September 2003).

2 United Nations. United Nations Millennium Declaration, A/RES/55/2 (2000), para. 16.
3 United Nations. United Nations Convention against Corruption (adopted 31 October 2003, New York; entered into
force 14 December 2005). United Nations Treaty Series (UNTS), vol. 2349, p. 41, Registration No. 42146.
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