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Abstract

Objective This study aimed to comprehensively evaluate Iran's "Law on Prevention of
Crime" (enacted in 1394/2015) from both theoretical and practical perspectives and to
conduct a comparative analysis with Turkey's successful "National Crime Prevention
Strategy (2017)" as a benchmark model.

Method The research adopted a mixed-methods approach (qualitative-quantitative). In the
qualitative phase, the content of Iran's Law on Prevention of Crime (2015) and Turkey's
National Crime Prevention Strategy (2017) was analyzed using qualitative content analysis
based on the seven substantive principles of the United Nations in crime prevention
(evidence-based, participatory, development-oriented, justice-oriented, accountability, non-
punitive prevention, and coordination). In the quantitative phase, trends in two key crimes
(theft and assault) before and after the enactment of the respective laws were analyzed and
compared using official data from the Statistical Center of Iran and the Turkish Statistical
Institute (TURKSTAT).

Findings The content analysis revealed that Iran's law lacks alignment with five key
principles (evidence-based, development-oriented, justice-oriented, accountability, and non-
punitive prevention) and shows only partial alignment with the principle of participation; in
contrast, Turkey's strategy demonstrates high alignment with all seven principles. Statistical
analysis confirmed this gap: in Iran, between 1385 and 1402 (2006-2023), the theft rate
increased by 323%, and assault cases stabilized at approximately 591,000 annually; whereas
Turkey, in pilot implementation areas of the national strategy, achieved a 21.6% reduction in
residential burglaries and a 25% reduction in street assaults. These findings clearly indicate
that Iran's failure in effective crime prevention is not inherent but results from the adoption of
an inappropriate legal framework and neglect of scientific and evidence-based principles.
Turkey's success demonstrates that formulating a coherent, participatory, and evidence-based
national strategy—even in a developing country—can lead to significant crime reduction.
Therefore, a fundamental revision of Iran's crime prevention law, drawing inspiration from
the Turkish model, is an urgent necessity.

Keywords: Crime prevention, Law on Prevention of Crime, United Nations principles,
comparative analysis, Turkey, crime statistics
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