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2gri Ch. Kishore Kumar, Judgment Writing (Pulivendula, 2015).
®Black’s Law Dictionary, ed. Bryan A. Garner, 9th ed. (St. Paul: West Publishing Company, 2009), s.v. “judgment”.
* Shafiur Rahman, "Decision and Judgment" (unpublished article, 2004).
AT VEY (Olpmo i 1031 505) w233lgd Sl e (Soled ;0 ol gliad yal jLiel (bl ol ®
(Shads e g B85l o 3l 8 4 TAYTOYAY e Ol )las) 10lyes) pgd ol € dls (e Sy Kimyd (0% 9 ()9l s
FAY S(0YRR Obiagh) ¥ bjloss 0+ gt i Slalllas 40l lad ({1 2lcilons 5 Lo pogin) 4sld (sl 35 oo 5 dgo BclEn
MY dombo Vv polro oS 5 10lye5 Y Conlyg o oliad &gy Aduld )3 A )3 93 s L5 Hann

v



b (el Jgomo (slapad S (sl bl abuds S Gl g orlas ) e SVl Slodgai ol K3 (S
03ly 3,5 g0 03l aey oS (gl3jgh Lol gy 51U d3ls oo By whate 5 5185 (B (oS> b B i (i (03 &S
porcie & Ot S5 Aty "08 LA gupe g Bine g inll e & okt § oS (o i § 9
s o pladiaal o 51 Luld (ggr 5 Sy Lol o S35 Bsis Yo

A3l Sl o 1y O ) ol dors oo g Ml 48 4313 g0 (oS> |y Mt g JAtas 05> 35 Sk 3] (slone
St Sl el o )3 ) ol g 03503 el lsgyed Sisass § JAo e § 4 g0 mpond ()5 ol 05
ks o 1] 45155 e b cul SIS 1513 g (yoydld &S Cansl il 8 5 SUlgs Vol 3] gbaie Slodged oy 35 Al
O sl 5 s Oy Wl Nzl 148 s )5 103905 (o5 23 0y |y Vool vy oyl inles 315 Jgudo
ol Vsl 1y Ol Olgs o5 D945 Al

3) (29290 Cla Sl 4 48 39 0 BB ora &1 (Mt prensd O (Bgi ol 3 05,5
2 5555 yol 5l 5 158 s <O 2 et (oS 5l (Bl 5 9050 y5el (Ssi> Cinog) oS> 5 (gl 5 Al
bl L 09 Jre) (o> 63959 3] (293 ol [y 2980 Ol SVl 3 33l o (Yl domis Gl § (292090 14l
Sladool) o 3l (bt g (Jie Qo (p g ol dox | 29 00 AP A 90 mrond )3 Cal ool Cuwdey (183
Lol Ko

bzl Cypsd (5 Sd5 § (i JelS &S Slodged Gly (Jglite SLI 35 (3gdisune porde ogas 53 (Slpl OBy
Sl 187 Lalis 4 Gl yinn  Bois milio 4y bl (slinady (g «sligl S5 &8 Cad (LylS sl &y slazo
1 9 (odo o3 ol 5 S 938 Wle) degoge yiloB alonsl 33l o B plls ay Ca Lo & 5T a8 Al oo
" aolol 43 31 et delod (lg8 ol L b S g

) (Boi> Ciogi g Judoo g asdly yolic 585 ololid b ywpdld ()] )2 a5 Cunl (gau] b (0 gitians Hlodges (sly Sy
ol (Boi o 2l iy ol 3 T Amd e el OT Ly Esge g Sl clie g 525 spCus 4
ol 5D ledged Olgie ySod Cal ok 4d)S a5 1> dgditne (Slimeds O Jlos] 5  Sois saclE il g cqig0
Ol G )3 5 b By Boi> S Jgol alej] o B lio b 42 4Ly sy (1l &0 S oyl il
"l o0 4555 3 Agolol aid 4y

aeBy (Sl 9,800 5 J& 4 FENYY VYAV (a3 o8l il L) 1)) pa5) £33 § Comar Sl (Syge0 Blate it bygd «( 5 luilgs oo
YAY « s)?l.) ‘_gl) Q)}g-uu_\n 94>g0
o) Sy Sy 5 35S Dlon 31 B 4 YE VYAY) £F )l o6l Boi> Al (aolSls plSa] (135 Jits b 55 M) o]y ol dese
wow d9ﬂ> wﬁ?}) « ‘Lg)9l.) 9 o5ls di) u)yJ_\uwﬁ 9 VW
Axden Sy 9 3HKS 3l B 4 A g ¥ OWWAY (s S Olylasl 10lpes) el e slate SVl yte ((639)5) (Syhas hxrdesme
((.d)s'.) 9 oSl LST) u)yJM 9 Ao

! Reasoned Decision
sl st—jm 9440 81y ¢ Slad 9 Bko ) & 4 o ((WWAY las] ialgw Sy 101 03) o Ols Y Al (o8> Aaul (b3S ol M
AAYYA ((yold

(Blo plew 5 (53l g YAS ((VYAY (S el 10lpd) p5d Ole Oyl Geis 53 Slesle Clilss ( ambed (stew iy T
‘w‘i’}?‘i plu 4580 (yie g (598 ‘;T) Slaaslion ( JMs Lopede cov-yo) ((VYAY) VA 5)lois «gliad 41>=.o (o g (S8 Lgi) clansloy
MY (e 8yl3 g o0 ‘;T) 093 duuso g Ao dn50) «(§ydu 9 B 3 B a4y VA ((VWAR) €715 Loy

B> Olllao ab fad (Ol (oDl 65002 950 i 13) (Sgalo B jlo) 5 Loyl (an Wl ko) Ggles 5 (S ols
XAN (gl (6ly (19 Jko g dgo bty  Slinis 5 ,5imle 51 i 4 YOR :(VWAN) ¥ b)lost £Y oguas

£



wswydld u*" OB YV 83l ¥ an @ sl b (S )15 059 Iglae (el g sliwl B mlie dleld puds (o
L) 9500 (5> (sloasbivnl 5 Wwasbicasas 5 5 jas] (shas 4 smle 158 ol (98 s Sitns (o
e Calag 281 1) ()l (slaygiwd g baaslsyliy (sladol yisy (30 (saslol & Jbsys ‘(ra.ﬂ B YVY 83k 4y sl
1T sl Copgpio 2 dgis o guine (il Bgi aio Clgicds 48 5 dvolol add 13 *aly o oliab (o)l )3 dlwl )y
sl 005 45T o 5l 4 485 5 o cmilga &

Ol e 3 0y k) Wl el o Glusady sl o S8 83Lo dis (13,5 Cdy by Sdine Silul Sy Nz s
2 ($Bgi Jelos 386 g 03905 S il lygia 5 3lge )55 4 By 48 5 o5 ool Olicso |y tns o )3
M danas A Ly aiiie Sloweas Glate fpl 5l A5l olgy gabge b Clditue oyl Bllail S 390
92 8512 )leS (o Cadr (29290 ol 1 (SPB B3l Bkl (9K 4 p§> LA (o0 prd |y (g syl oS () Cans
Jlasl 4228 52 56 Ol & g 5o 5 OB ol Iy 45 A0 ol graogh 31 10 g 1l oo Jlodbas Yl caly 55 5] ol
33,5 o0 Cgen (6l (Silodilbate 5 dlaio dn g el ol 4 0

iy susle ¥

990 G5 38 158 o g5 oy Bl (B S psliens (s3> )8 AL Clsisas o i
&85 o & w8y OIS sl O (IS5 (sl oS L i g g (12l 5 ()5 Calyy )28 o905 yoal 1 oS>
Gy jotio (gl )3 )8 oy e Me3ges o sdsie VL 528 e (laid yoyals (S S5m0 L Bliis W8
szl g By sl (gmipgteods oS5 pilio & Ably o St sly iy 5 a4y s
"l ilate

ool 35a Jles ol b cuolio () " ain 498 e oudld d 98 Yo Byleis Laallygris \ Bacls ol
B> Pluwo 9 (G5 SIS 0 (gl oy Gla) 135S o3y 1) SIS di 45 0390 (8:85 5 paiieo gy 18l
5 S il b (29290 y9el Bl ((e9290 o) «Silie Dbyl Jolio o8 Vol Jolods (oS yal) Eu3)90
2 5 o Joelygiens ool b S oy o i b 6T gt 5 8l (V) (o (slale3 & ol
gy, Ol Ol 53 oo gy 2l (8ly 550> OB slaia j1 35 925 Singgon (gly SVl i3 5 (oS>
S5l (amely> (il g (Sliiwl) (8485 S3l8 Sl puizeon led Olo |y (4 65) paonas (slino 9 AL (M) Lo (o)

]\n

Yoo WYEa)kad ((VWWEY (o) p3d oly ¥ A (S g Sde (s oyl (818 puto Ao
Dlosg Juwais (lole > daseo ¥ Y 5 ¥V (1530 VEXY cdeodl¥] Sl :0iles) T als plSY] Codes (wsb (s (pdase jaargl
5 €€ Ol 05lo 89 $0A &l el bygu c2)S LB YV g Y1V T (B0 V€4 el ST digo 108) YV sy camy ] Pl Jians ) anoitl]
N pogad Gy gy Aol b 1 b Ky p IS5 L J51 gl sy o Slse g 2290 (Sygai ol g ivel e | JB 4 18080
Y OYAY leg) VY 5 )les
5 5ol 350 b Slge ol BLSH )3 b payals 350 o5 (Sl s (itnn 35 )y 50 )3 1y 058 29y b 398 8310 iy 0105 sy iy ™
AV i ;3 90 locsyban Y ]y s sl )00 (shiiue 4 395 padidy &S 8)b Cilgun g apes 3l 5055l
Black, Hugo L« 542

9 Frank B. Cross, "The Ideology of Supreme Court Opinions and Citations,” lowa Law Review 97.Y£Y :(Y+\Y) ¥ oylads

2 william Domnarski, In the Opinion of the Court (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1996), 36.

2 India. Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. Order XX, Rule 4.(v)

Order 20-Judgment and decree
The Indian Code of Civil Procedure 1908: ... (2) Judgments of a courts.—Judgments of other courts shall contain a concise
statement of the case, the points for determination, the decision thereon, and the reasons for such decision.
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% Constitutional Court of Kosovo, Judgment No. 49 of 2005, Official Gazette, 1st Special Series No. 5, 2 February 2005; Central
Election Commission of Kosovo, Decision No. 1 of 3 January 2020, Official Publication No. 2020/6.21.
715 ]. Strong and Brady Desnoyer, International Commercial Arbitration: A Comparative Guide (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2022), chap. 3.
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Judgment of 27 January 2021, §§ 82 and 84; Balliktag Bing6llii v. Turkey, Application no. 45704/13, Judgment of 20 April 2021, §

77.

% René Wiederkehr, Fairness als Verfassungsgrundsatz (Bern: Stampfli Verlag, 2006), 21; Lacey Boyron, The Principle of
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¥ 5.I. Strong, "Writing Reasoned Decisions and Opinions: A Guide for Novice, Experienced, and Foreign Judges,” Journal of
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3 £y Case C-228/99, Silos v. Ministero delle Finanze [2001] ECR 1-8401, recital 28; Kent Greenawalt, "The Enduring Significance

of Legal Principles,” Columbia Law Review 78 ;33 :(VaVA) 0 o)lois ,;33+ :(VAYA) 0 oleis , Case 73/74, Groupement des fabricants

de papiers peints de Belgique and Others v. Commission [1975] ECR 1491, recitals 31 and 33; Case T-181/08, Tay Za v. Council
[2010] ECR 11-1965, recital 94; Strong, "Writing Reasoned Decisions and Opinions; Case C-228/99, Silos v. Ministero delle
Finanze [2001] ECR 1-8401, recital 28; Kent Greenawalt, "The Enduring Significance of Legal Principles," Columbia Law Review
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* Council of Europe, Complete List of the Council of Europe’s Treaties, accessed https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list.

*® Buirkle, 832 F. Supp. 2d at 471-73; Constitutional Court of Kosovo, Case No. KI72/12, Veton Berisha and llfete Haziri v.
Kosovo, Judgment of 17 December 2012, § 61; AK v Western Australia (2008) 232 CLR 438, 453 [45]; Constitutional Court of
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Edward D. Re, Appellate Opinion Writing (1975), 11; George Rose Smith, "A Primer of Opinion Writing, for Four New Judges,"
Arkansas Law Review 21 (1967): 204.
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The Desirable Structure of Judicial Opinions: An Analysis of Reasoning and

Legal Citation in Light of Article 166 of the Iranian Constitution
Abstract

This article aims to elucidate the desirable structure of judicial and quasi-judicial
opinions and to analyze the pivotal role of legal reasoning and substantiation in
shaping a qualitatively benchmark ruling. In this regard, it relies on Article 166
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which underscores the
necessity for opinions to be reasoned and well-substantiated, and proceeds to
examine the qualitative components of a decisive verdict. The primary objectives
of the research are: to explain the concept, pillars, and fundamental
characteristics of a high-quality judicial opinion; to analyze the conceptual and
practical distinctions between 'reasoning’ and 'substantiation' in the adjudication
process; to critique and examine proposed structures for opinions and to
introduce the most effective one; and to present a structured model for drafting
opinions based on the Iranian judicial system. The research findings indicate that
a qualitative opinion must possess four key characteristics: being substantiated
by valid legal sources; being reasoned, meaning it explains the process of
inferring the conclusion from these sources and applying it to the subject matter
of the case; being justified, serving as a logical and rational vindication of the
reached conclusion compared to alternative solutions; and being well-grounded,
meaning it relies on objective evidence and proof, avoiding decision-making
based solely on personal knowledge. From a formal perspective, opinions must
also possess clarity, simple and universally understandable language, visual
appeal, and editorial correctness.

Regarding structure, the findings show that a three-part model is recognized as
the most concise and effective structure. This model consists of: 1. Introduction
(including case particulars, claims, procedural history, and the parties’
arguments); 2. Reasoning section (comprising analysis of factual and legal
matters, evaluation of evidence, interpretation of laws, and justification of the
ruling); and 3. Conclusion or dispositive section (including the final verdict and
judicial orders). Although this model is informally observed in Iranian courts, it
often faces challenges, particularly in the reasoning section, such as insufficient
analysis, formulaic writing, use of complex technical jargon, and weak logical
connection between factual and legal matters. The article concludes by
emphasizing that adherence to this structural model and enriching the reasoning
content of opinions will facilitate oversight by higher authorities and reduce the
rate of overturned decisions. Furthermore, it will enhance the persuasiveness of
rulings for the parties involved, promote the development of judicial precedent,
enable dynamic interpretation of laws, and ultimately strengthen public trust in
the judicial system. The article concludes by offering practical suggestions for
judges to improve the quality of opinion writing and proposes topics for future
research.

Keywords:

Reasoned decision, fair trial, factual matters, legal matters



