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A Comparative Study of the Reversion of Foreign Women to Their Original Nationality after the
Dissolution of Marriage under Iranian and French Law

Abstract

The question of women’s nationality within legal systems—particularly in connection with marriage and the
dissolution of marriage—has long been regarded as one of the most complex and controversial issues in private
international law. This article primarily examines the legal status of a foreign woman following the dissolution
of her marriage to an Iranian man and analyzes the possibility or obligation of her reversion to her original
nationality under Iranian and French law. In traditional nationality systems, a woman’s nationality was generally
dependent upon that of her husband; however, developments in human rights law and the recognition of the
principle of gender equality have significantly transformed this approach.

The purpose of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the legal foundations and consequences of
reversion to original nationality after the dissolution of marriage, as well as to assess the extent of women’s
autonomy of will in the two legal systems under consideration. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical and
library-based methodology and, through the examination of statutory provisions, judicial decisions, and relevant
international instruments, seeks to identify the similarities and differences between Iranian and French law.

The central research question addressed in this article is whether, following the dissolution of marriage, a
foreign woman may return to her original nationality, and what distinctions exist between the Iranian and French
legal frameworks in this regard. The main hypothesis of the study is that, under Iranian law, a foreign woman’s
reversion to her original nationality after the dissolution of marriage is governed by mandatory legal rules and
remains subject to the discretion of the husband’s state, whereas under French law, a woman’s freedom of



choice in retaining or resuming her nationality is recognized on the basis of the principle of nationality
autonomy.

The findings of the research indicate that Iranian law continues to be influenced by the traditional concept of the
unity of family nationality and that, despite certain reforms, full independence of women in deciding on a return
to their original nationality has not yet been achieved. By contrast, the French legal system, emphasizing the
primacy of individual will and the prohibition of gender-based discrimination, grants women the right to freely
decide whether to retain or revert to their original nationality following the dissolution of marriage.
Accordingly, the study suggests that the Iranian legislator should revise nationality-related regulations to
explicitly recognize the principle of women’s independent nationality and to draw upon the French legal
experience in separating nationality status from marital status.

Keywords: Nationality; Foreign Woman; Dissolution of Marriage; Reversion to Original Nationality; Iranian
Law; French Law



