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Analyzing the Role of States Supporting Israel (the United States, the United Kingdom) Regarding
International Responsibility Arising from Violations in the Gaza War

Abstract

Abstract

Objective: This article elucidates the pillars of establishing international responsibility for states
supporting Israel, specifically the U.S. and the U.K., regarding ongoing violations of international
law in the Gaza war. Citing reports on the breach of jus cogens norms, the research question
examines how these states’ support creates international legal responsibility. The hypothesis posits
that their military, political, and diplomatic assistance—provided with knowledge of the wrongful
nature of the acts—constitutes “aid or assistance” under Article 16 of the Articles on State
Responsibility (2001) and the Genocide Convention (1948).

Method: Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this study utilizes primary documents and
international jurisprudence to analyze these states’ breaches of obligations, particularly in arms
cooperation and the failure to fulfill the duty to prevent international crimes.

Findings: The findings indicate that the continued transfer of weapons and the refusal to exert
effective leverage to halt violations not only breach independent obligations but also satisfy the
criteria for responsibility through complicity and “joint control” theories. The article concludes that
the conduct of the U.S. and the U.K. establishes their international responsibility. Consequently,
specific enforcement mechanisms are proposed, including the suspension of arms export licenses
pursuant to the Arms Trade Treaty (2014) and the activation of international judicial jurisdictions to
investigate participation in these wrongful acts. This analysis demonstrates that such support carries
significant legal consequences, necessitating accountability to ensure compliance with international
law and the protection of fundamental human rights.

Keywords: Establishment of International State Responsibility, Aid or Assistance, International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), Gaza War.
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** UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel, 2024
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il UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Statement on the Situation in Gaza, 2024
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UN Security Council Resolution 2728 (2024)
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International Law Commission, Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, 2001, Article 41
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