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Analysis of the Legitimacy of Life Imprisonment with an Emphasis on
Comparative Semantics of Terms

Abstract

Imprisonment is a topic of considerable debate in the field of criminal law and Islamic jurisprudence and warrants close
attention from legal scholars. In the Arabic language, this term does not merely refer to confinement in a narrow, specific place
such as a prison, but encompasses any form of restriction or prevention of an individual from exercising their freedoms, which
may occur at home, in a mosque, or elsewhere. A comparative examination of the definitions, functions, and instances of life
imprisonment helps achieve a more precise understanding of the legal and jurisprudential application of this punishment.
Simultaneously, the semantic and procedural differences underscore the importance of conceptual accuracy in the use of legal
terminology.

This article aims to conduct a comparative investigation and trace the roots of the concepts of “habs” and “sijn” in the
lexicon, jurisprudence, and criminal law literature of Iran and Arab countries, providing a detailed and in-depth analysis of these
terms. The study employs an analytical-descriptive approach, utilizing documentary and library resources, to explore the
jurisprudential and lexical foundations and examine selected criminal laws (e.g., Egypt, Irag, Jordan), comparing them with
Iranian legal literature. It seeks to answer whether the use of the term habs necessarily entails the confinement of the accused in
prison.

The findings indicate that although in Persian usage kabs and zendan (sijn) are often used interchangeably, Arabic legal
texts and jurisprudential sources reveal significant substantive and functional differences between the two concepts. A precise
understanding of the distinction between habs and sijn is essential not only for accurate translation and interpretation of legal and
jurisprudential texts but also for lawmaking and the administration of criminal justice. This study emphasizes the need to
consider these semantic distinctions to safeguard individuals’ acquired rights and prevent the broad interpretation of punishments,
particularly in the case of life imprisonment.

Keywords
Imprisonment, Life Imprisonment, Sijn, Semantics, Prison
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