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Criminal Innovations in the Family Support and Youth Population Protection Law,
with Emphasis on a Comparative Analysis of Conflicting and Ambiguous Legal
Provisions

Abstract

The Family and Youth Population Support Act, enacted in 1400, aims to increase fertility rates and
strengthen the institution of the family, have introduced significant criminal innovations into the
Iranian legal system. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine key criminal
provisions of the Act, including the criminalization of abortion, sale, purchase, and distribution of
related pharmaceuticals, the actions of intermediaries connecting individuals to illegal abortion
centers, and the recognition of widespread crimes against the fetus and innovations related to the
decriminalization of mandatory prenatal screening."Additionally, this research explores aggravating
circumstances introduced by the law, such as the intensification of penalties for non-compliance,
deprivation of social rights, the transformation of certain Violation-based behaviors into criminal
behaviors, and changes in judicial jurisdiction. This study examines the conflicts, conceptual
ambiguities, and implementation challenges by comparing aforementioned provisions with existing
legislation — including Articles 22 and 23 of the Iranian Constitution, the Islamic Penal Code (1375),
the Therapeutic Abortion Act (1384), and the Criminal Procedure Code (1392).Findings show that
while the law's criminal innovations align with general population policies are important, but
provisions such as restricted access to contraceptive methods, coercive procreation, and long-term
deprivation of social rights (e.g., 15-year bans) conflict with individual freedoms and general
principles of criminal law. Furthermore, vague terminology - especially the notion of "widespread
crime against the fetus" — poses significant challenges. This study, by offering strategies aimed at
resolving conflicts and enhancing the effectiveness of the law, recommends that the legislator amend
the ambiguous provisions and develop more precise executive guidelines in order to achieve the
objectives of the law without violating the fundamental rights of citizens."

Keywords: Criminalization, Legal Harmonization, Legal Conflicts, Penal Law, Abortion,
Aggravating Circumstances



