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Cultural Crimes Related to Public Decency: An Elucidation of the Criminal, Judicial, and
Executive Policies Regarding Them

Abstract

Today, Iran’s criminal policy toward cultural crimes related to public decency has become one of the most complex
areas of intervention within the criminal justice system due to its connection with moral security, cultural
transformations, the expansion of cyberspace, and the necessity of protecting both Islamic values and citizens’
rights. The present study seeks to analyze the coherence and effectiveness of Iran’s judicial and executive criminal
policy in light of social developments and the requirements of differentiated criminal procedure. It appears that,
despite being grounded in the jurisprudential principles of concealment of sin, protection of reputation, and
prohibition of intrusive investigation, Iran’s criminal policy has faced structural inconsistency and declining
preventive efficiency as a result of the divergence between punitive legislative approaches, judicial leniency, and
fragmented executive mechanisms. The main objective of this research is to explain the judicial and executive
dimensions of Iran’s criminal policy and examine the challenges arising from the tension between religious
requirements, victim protection, the defendant’s defense rights, and society’s moral security. The research method
adopted in this article is descriptive-analytical and based on library sources, jurisprudential texts, statutory laws,
judicial practices, and scholarly articles. The findings indicate that inconsistency among the legislative, judicial, and
executive dimensions of criminal policy has weakened formal deterrence, reduced the effective detection of crimes,
and generated a functional paradox within Iran’s criminal policy, revealing the necessity of moving toward a
coherent, intelligent, and participatory preventive model in confronting contemporary cultural and digital
transformations.

Keywords: Cultural Crimes, Public Decency, Iran’s Criminal Policy, Judicial Criminal Policy, Executive Criminal
Policy,.



