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The Role of Media in the Reproduction of Violence and the Formation of Perceived
Insecurity among Adolescents: A Field Study in Tehran

Abstract

In the contemporary world, media are considered key components shaping adolescents’ perception of threat,
violence, and social security; hence, structurally explaining the mechanism of violence reproduction and its link to
the feeling of insecurity is of fundamental importance in media criminology. The present study was conducted with
the aim of analyzing the structural correlation among media consumption, reproduction of violence, and feeling of
insecurity among adolescents in Tehran, and testing the mediating role of violence reproduction in this process. The
research design was descriptive-correlational of structural equation modeling type. The statistical population
consisted of adolescents aged 15 to 18 in Tehran during the 2023-2024 academic year, from which, based on the
sample size determination model, 401 individuals were selected through an adjusted multistage cluster sampling
method. The data collection tool was a standardized structured questionnaire, whose convergent validity (AVE >
0.5), discriminant validity (HTMT matrix < 0.85), and composite reliability were confirmed following item
refinement. Data analysis and structural model evaluation were performed using SPSS and SmartPLS software
(bootstrapping algorithm with 5000 resamples). The findings from the model evaluation indicated that media
consumption has a positive and significant statistical predictive power on adolescents’ reproduction of violence and
also demonstrates a direct structural relationship with the intensification of feelings of insecurity. Furthermore, the
test of indirect effects indicates that the reproduction of violent patterns plays a mediating role in reinforcing
subjective feelings of insecurity in this age group. Accordingly, the consumption of violent media themes operates
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not as a sole/sufficient cause, but rather as a facilitating and reproducing factor of deviant behaviors, the secondary
consequence of which is the undermining of adolescents’ subjective security. Finally, formulating developmental
preventive policies, strengthening critical media literacy, and redefining professional ethical codes in media violence
representation are among the necessities for reducing the grounds for violence reproduction and safeguarding
adolescents’ sense of security.

Keywords:Media Consumption, Media Violence, Reproduction of Violence, Sense of Insecurity; Adolescents,
Social Security
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