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Abstract

The present study aims to comparatively analyze the legal and institutional capacities affecting the sustainability
and efficiency of endowments (waqfs) in Iran and Turkiye. The main issue of the research is not merely to
compare the performance of endowments, but rather to identify the structural differences between the two
systems across four levels, law, institutions, governance, and asset management, and to examine the relationship
of these levels with the sustainability and efficiency of endowments. The research adopts a descriptive-
analytical and comparative methodology based on documentary research. Accordingly, the principal laws and
regulations of the two countries, official documents of the relevant managing and supervisory institutions,
organizational reports, and related scholarly studies were examined and subsequently compared on the basis of
predetermined indicators. To avoid conflating the existence of a legal mechanism with its actual effectiveness,
legal sustainability, economic sustainability, institutional efficiency, and governance have been defined as
distinct concepts. The findings indicate that the Turkish legal system, particularly under Waqf Law No. 5737
and the regulations governing the activities of the General Directorate of Foundations, has established a
relatively explicit framework for the registration, protection, administration, and economic utilization of waqf
assets. In Iran, likewise, the Civil Code, the Endowments Law, and the Law on the Organization and Powers of
the Endowment and Charity Organization provide a defined legal framework for the establishment,
administration, and supervision of endowments, although the institutional and managerial mechanisms in the
two systems differ. Based on the comparative indicators, the mere existence of regulations or institutional

centralization cannot, by itself, be regarded as evidence of the greater efficiency of one system.

Keywords: Endowments, Legal Sustainability, Endowment Governance, Iran, Turkiye.



