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1. Arab Spring
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2. Michael J. Willis, Tunisia: the Trailblazer and the Benchmark, the Arab Spring: Implications for
British Policy, published by Conservative Middle East Council, October 2011, p. 8
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Anthony H. Cordesman, Egypt and Tunisia (and, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan), Feb 3, 2011;
Available at: http: //csis.org/publication/egypt-and-tunisia-and-iraq-afghanistan-and-pakistan
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7. Constitution of Bahrain 2002, art 1(b): “b. The regime of the Kingdom of Bahrain is that of a
hereditary constitutional monarchy, which has been handed down by the late Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifa to his eldest son Sheikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King”.
8. Constitution of Bahrain 2002, art 32.
9. Report of the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry, no 48, p. 15.
10. Constitution of Bahrain 2002, arts 51-103.
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11. Constitution of Bahrain 2002, art 70.
12. bici report, no 52, p. 16.
13. Decree Law No. 42 of 2002.
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15. The Bahrain judicial system does not have a specialised administrative courts system like those in
France and Egypt. Nonetheless, article 7 of the Judicial Authority Code, which was promulgated by
Decree Law No. 42 of 2002, stipulates: “The High Civil Courts shall convene in an Administrative
Chamber to adjudicate administrative disputes.” Such disputes include those relating to administrative
decisions, administrative contracts, nationality, passports and immigration.
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21. The Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry (the Commission) was established by His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa (HM King Hamad) in Royal Order No. 28 of 2011, which was
issued on 1 July 2011, with immediate force of law. (bici report, p. 1)

22. His Majesty selected the five members of the Commission and appointed a Chair to whom he
entrusted the direction of the work of the Commission. They are: Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni, Chair
(USA/Egypt); Judge Philippe Kirsch QC (Belgium/Canada); Professor Sir Nigel Simon Rodley (UK); Dr
Mahnoush H. Arsanjani (Iran); and Dr Badria A. Al Awadhi (Kuwait). (bici report, p. 2)
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23. see: Post BICI Report, Published by bahrein center for human rights, 26th March 2012, p. 18 — 22
Website: www.bahrainrights.org
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24. 999 UNTS 171, 16 December 1966. Bahrain acceded to the ICCPR on 20 September 2006 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 56 of 2006 passing the ICCPR into national legislation. Bahrain has
deposited reservations in respect of the following articles of the ICCPR: art 3; art 9(5); art 14(7); art 18;
and art 23. The ICCPR is applicable law in respect of events addressed in the following sections of this
Report: Chapter VI, Section A on Deaths Arising out of the Events; Chapter VI, Section D on the
Treatment of Persons in Custody; Chapter VI, Section B on the Use of Force by Government Actors;
Chapter VI, Section F on Allegations of Enforced Disappearances; Chapter VI, Section C on the Manner
of Arrests; and Chapter VII, Section A on the Demolition of Religious Structures.

25. 993 UNTS 3, 16 December 1966. Bahrain acceded to the ICESCR on 27 September 2007 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 10 of 2007 passing the ICESCR into national legislation. Bahrain has
deposited a reservation in respect of article 8(1)d of the ICESCR (right to strike). The ICESCR is
applicable law in respect of events addressed in the following sections of this Report: Chapter VII,
Section B on the Terminations of Employment; and Chapter VII, Section C on Student Dismissals and
Suspensions of Scholarships.

26. 660 UNTS 195, 7 March 1966. Bahrain acceded to the ICERD on 27 March 1990 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 8 of 1990 passing the ICERD into national legislation. The ICERD is
applicable law in respect of events addressed in Chapter VII, Section B on Terminations of Employment.

27. 1465 UNTS 85, 10 December 1984. Bahrain acceded to the CAT on 6 March 1998 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 4 of 1998 passing the CAT into national legislation. Bahrain has
deposited a reservation in respect of article 30(1) of the CAT. The CAT is applicable law in respect of
events addressed in Chapter VI, Section D on the Treatment of Individuals in Custody.

28. 1249 UNTS 13, 18 December 1979. Bahrain acceded to the CEDAW on 18 June 2002 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 5 of 2002 passing the CEDAW into national legislation. Bahrain
deposited reservations in respect of the following articles of the CEDAW: art 2; art 9(2); art 15(4); art 16;
and art 29(1). CEDAW is applicable law in respect of events addressed in Chapter VI, Section C on the
Manner of Arrests.

29. 1577 UNTS 3, 20 November 1989. Bahrain acceded to the CRC on 13 February 1990 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 16 of 1990 passing the CRC into national legislation. Bahrain also has
acceded to the two CRC Optional Protocols (date of accession: 21 September 2004). The CRC is
applicable law in respect of events addressed in Chapter VI, Section C on the Manner of Arrests.

"\"‘:'L’J“ B L;Lulm Ol sladsluge w\ \_ﬁjla ] ey X

International Labour Organization Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour, Convention No. 87 concerning Freedom
of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise; Convention No. 98 concerning the Application of
the Principles of the Right to Organise and to Bargain Collectively; Convention No. 100 concerning
Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value; Convention No. 111
concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and Occupation; Convention No. 138 concerning
Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and
Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour. These ILO conventions are
applicable law in respect of events addressed in Chapter VII, Section B on Terminations of Employment.
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68. flawed reforms, Bahrain fails to achieve justice for protesters, amnesty international, p. 24.

69. Ibid.

70. national safety court cases:

Scores of people who were tried and sentenced by the National Safety Court, and whose sentences
were upheld by the National Safety Court of Appeal, also a military court, have appealed before the Court
of Cassation, a civilian court. One of the cases is of 21 prominent opposition figures arrested in March
and April 2011. Of the 21, 14 were tried in person and seven were tried in absentia. On 22 June 2011, the
military court sentenced seven of the 14 defendants who were present to life in prison. The seven are
Hassan Mshaima’ (leader of the al-Haq Movement, an unauthorized opposition group), ‘Abdelwahab
Hussain (leader of the al Wafa Movement, also unauthorized)35, ‘Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, Dr ‘Abdel-Jalil
al-Singace, Mohammad Habib al-Miqdad, Abdel-Jalil al-Miqdad and Sa’eed Mirza al-Nuri. Four people,
Mohammad Hassan Jawwad, Mohammad ‘Ali Ridha Isma’il, Abdullah al-Mahroos and ‘Abdul-Hadi
‘Abdullah Hassan al-Mukhodher, were sentenced to 15 years in prison. Ebrahim Sharif and Salah
‘Abdullah Hubail Al-Khawaja, the brother of ‘Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, were given five-year prison terms.
Al-Hur Yousef al-Somaikh received a prison sentence of two years.

71. Available at: http: //www.barackobama.ir/en/news/5601.
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72. Also, article 6(1) European Convention on Human Rights:

In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge against him, everyone
is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal
established by law. Judgment shall be pronounced publicly but the press and public may be excluded
from all or part of the trial in the interests of morals, public order or national security in a democratic
society, where the interests of juveniles or the protection of the private life of the parties so require, or to
the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would
prejudice the interests of justice.

73. Bici report, pp. 201-204

74. Bahrain: the Human Price for Freedom and Social Justice A joint report on human rights violations
in Bahrain, Published 22 November 2011, p.5 (ANNEX no: 2 - a)
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75. Post BICI Report, Published 26th March 2012, p. 6 (ANNEX no: 3 - a)

76. Ibid.

77. Submission to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights13th session of the Universal
Periodic Review —Bahrain-, p. 6. No 28. (ANNEX no: 4)

78. Bahrain Human Rights Society, 10 May 2012. Available at: http: /bhrs.org/en US/ViewNews/15/
175/statements.aspx

79. The Bahraini government has so far failed to ensure accountability that guarantees truth, justice and
adequate reparation for the victims of arbitrary arrests, torture and unfair trials,

as well as for those injured during protests, or the relatives of those killed. (flawed reforms, Bahrain
fails to achieve justice for protesters, amnesty international — (ANNEX no: I —c¢)

80. See for instance, A v Australia, Human Rights Committee, Communication

No. 560/1993, CCPR/C/59/D/560/1993, para. 9.5.
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83. Ahmed Rashid Al Muraysi

84. BICI report, no 885, p. 227

85. Available at: http: //www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-13221574.

86. Available at: http: //articles.cnn.com/2011-04-28/world/bahrain.protests_1 wefag-opposition-party
bahrain? s=PM: WORLD
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87. flawed reforms, Bahrain fails to achieve justice for protesters, amnesty international, pp. 33-34

88. On 28 April 2011 the National Safety Court sentenced ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Hassan al-Sankis,
‘Adbulaziz ‘Abdulridha Ibrahim Hussain, Qassim Hassan Matar and Sa’eed ‘Abduljalil Sa’eed to death,
and ‘Issa ‘Abdullah Kadhem ‘Ali, to life in prison after they were convicted of killing two policemen by
deliberately running them over during anti-government protests in March 2011. On 22 May 2011, the
National Safety Court of Appeal upheld the death sentences of Ali ‘Abdullah Hassan al-Sankis,
‘Adbulaziz ‘Abdulridha Ibrahim Hussain, and the life sentence of ‘Issa ‘Abdullah Kadhem °Ali. The
other two death sentences were commuted to life. All the sentences and the verdict were submitted to the
Court of Cassation for review.
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89. Constitution of Bahrain, article 19(d).

90. BICI report, , p. 219, no 848(b) and p. 225, no 873.

91. Case No. 22 - Hasan Jassim Mohamed Maki, Case No. 23 - Ali Isa Ibrahim Saqer527, Case No. 24
- Zakariya Rashid Hassan Al Asheri, Case No. 25 - Abdulkarim Ali Ahmed Fakhrawi, Case No. 26 -
Jaber Ebrahim Yousif Mohamed Alawiyat (BICI reports, pp. 241 - 246)

92. Available: http: //bbc-farsi.com/Page/?nid=671

93. Available at: http: //www.bahrainrights.org/en/torture.

94. Available at: http: //www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-1788773 1

95. Report On Bar Human Rights Committee Hearing Observation: Bahrain, p.3

96. Available at: http: //www.humanrightsfirst.org/2011/09/28/military-trial-verdicts-expose-bahrains-
—
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flawed reforms, Bahrain fails to achieve justice for protesters, amnesty international, pp. 19-24.

98. Ibid, pp. 39-42.

99. Bahrain: the Human Price for Freedom and Social Justice A joint report on human (rights
violations in Bahrain, Published 22 November 2011, p. 5.

100. Post BICI Report, Published 26" March 2012, p. 7.

101. Ibid.

102. Bahrain: A Tortuous Process, July 2011, available at: http: //www.humanrightsfirst.org/wp-
content/uploads/Bahrain A-Tortuous-Process_July-2011.pdf

103. the Convention Against Torture, and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (CAT).

104. 1465 UNTS 85, 10 December 1984. Bahrain acceded to the CAT on 6 March 1998 upon
promulgation of Decree Law No. 4 of 1998 passing the CAT into national legislation. Bahrain has
deposited a reservation in respect of article 30(1) of the CAT. The CAT is applicable law in respect of
events addressed in Chapter VI, Section D on the Treatment of Individuals in Custody.
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105. Available at: http//: arabwomenspring.fidh.net

106. Available at: http: /www.bahrainrights.org/en/women

107. On this International Day to End Violence against Women, Bahrain Center for Human Rights
(BCHR) condemns the human rights violations committed by the Bahraini regime against women in
Bahrain. Women have played an important part of the Bahraini uprising with active participation and
fierce activism. For their active role in calling for democracy and political reform, they were violently
targeted. Four women were killed by live ammunition, suffocation of tear gas and intimidation. Many
women were arrested, detained, tortured and sentenced up to 15 years imprisonment.

108. Sixteen women and four girls, detained on 23 September, are being tried on charges which include
‘illegal gathering’, and “incitement to hatred of the regime”. Some claim they have been tortured in
detention and their lawyers have not been allowed to visit them. They may be prisoners of conscience if
convicted. (amnesty international report)
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Breaching Human Rights in Bahrain:
Norms of International Human Rights

Mehrdad MOHAMMADI

LL.M. in International Law: Allameh Tabataba'i University

International peace and security cannot be established unless the states respect their
international obligations thoroughly. One of these obligations is the human rights; norms
which must be respected both during peace and war times.

As in many Arab countries of the region, Bahrain experienced the torrents of democratic
movements and protests, generally known as the "Arab Spring". In pursuit of democracy, the
people of the smallest Arab country of Persian Gulf region revolted. Though their demands
had roots in more than four decades ago, but their widespread protests against the Bahraini
regime started on 14 February 2011.

Bahrain government, in its turn, encountered the protesters harshly and suppressed the
movements. In this context the government of Bahrain, ignoring its human rights obligations,
tremendously violated citizens' basic rights. In this article we have first enumerated the some
of the most important cases of human rights violations, and then these violations are
compared to the relevant treaty obligations of Bahrain.

Keywords: Bahrain, International Human Rights, International Community, Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, Breaching Human Rights
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