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ABSTRACT

Maybe after the players and coaches who work in
the pitch, their agents can be considered as one of
the most important factors affecting football. After
more than 50 years of their entrance to football and
earning huge and sometimes unbelievable incomes,
world governing entity of Football (FIFA) tried to
control their activities by establishing the FIFA
Agent Regulations in 2022. This organization has
tried several times to systematize the activities
of the agents, but the aforementioned regulations
have taken a strong step towards controlling
them by limiting the service fees and clearly
establishing their rights and duties. Due to the lack
of specific laws governing the activities of sports
agents in most countries including Iran and the
application of the general rules of representation
to the activities of this group, in this article, the
regulations of football agents approved in 2022
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are compared with the general rules of representation in Iranian law and new
cases have been introduced and reviewed.
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[Extended Abstract]

Those interested in sports, especially football, have most likely heard the term
"sports agent" or the same agent. This class of football activists are often talked
about in the sports media with the huge salaries they receive, but the news
of clubs' negotiations with this class for big transfers is always the subject of
sports news. By following the news, the readers will become familiar with this
profession to some extent, but so far this profession has not been examined
from a legal perspective and the legal rules governing it in Iran have not been
identified. In this regard, in this research, an attempt has been made to provide
a general overview of the job of a sports agent, as well as the main points of the
"FIFA Football Agent Regulations" approved by the International Association
Football Federation (FIFA) in 2022, which have made extensive changes in
this field. The question of this research is to examine the general principles
governing football agency according to the 2022 regulations, comparing

them with the principles of representation in Iranian law and recognizing the
innovations of the 2022 law, and the research method is fundamental.

To answer this question, first the representation is defined in Iranian law, and
the examples of contractual representation, which include advocacy, brokerage,
commission, and commercial representative, are also briefly introduced and
reviewed. After familiarizing with the above examples, the background of sports
agency in the field of football is briefly stated and the definition of sports agent
is also provided, according to which an agent is a person who is authorized
by the athlete to act on his behalf; The traditional task of a sports agent is to
conduct contract negotiations and represent the athlete in other legal matters
in front of the club, but in the last few decades, other tasks such as providing
advice and planning financial affairs, marketing the player's name, managing
image rights, negotiating non-sports business contracts and ... has also been
added to the duties and services of agents. Considering the various duties that
may be assigned to a sports agent, the nature of this job and its adaptation to
the types of contractual agency in Iranian law will also be different, and it is not
possible to adapt this job to just one type of contractual agency.

The main part of the article is also devoted to the review of the 2022 " FIFA
Football Agent Regulations". After increasing the influence of sports agents in
football, in 2022, after a break of several years, the International Association
Football Federation (FIFA) once again established rules and regulations to
regulate and control the activities of football agents. The aforementioned
regulations, which supervise the use of Football agents services in international
transfers, have made major changes compared to the previous regulations and
have acted with much more seriousness in determining the rights and duties of
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football agents.

Among the most important issues that are included in the 2022 regulations,
the following can be mentioned:

1. Establishing strict criteria for employment in football sports agency.

2. Limiting the job of sports agents to natural persons, which makes legal
entities not recognized as agents and only considered as a template for the
activity of natural persons.

3. Creating standards such as written and limited validity period for agency
contracts.

4. Establishing serious restrictions regarding agents' wages and payment
methods.

5. Establishing the rights and duties of the agent.

6. Determining the process of resolving disputes in Football agency
relationships.

Considering that the 2022 regulations require FIFA member associations to
establish rules governing the activities of domestic agents (who are involved
in domestic transfers of a country) in accordance with the 2022 regulations, it
comes to mind that "are the standards set in the 2022 regulations compatible
with their similar types in Iranian law?" As a result, it can be said that although
it is difficult to apply the rules of the 2022 regulations in Iran's legal system due
to the oldness of the relevant laws, but due to the dominance of the International
Association Football Federation (FIFA) over the regulation of football,
supervision and guaranteeing their implementation and the fact that FIFA and
its member federations are non-governmental organizations that, by agreement
between them, take steps towards the development and progress of football
and maintain its dignity, and not interfering in the basic and macro affairs of
countries such as economic, political, social, etc it seems that the adoption of
the 2022 regulations, which only govern the relations between football agents
and their clients, does not harm the country's legal system.
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