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The Foundations of the Distinction Between the Public and
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Abstract
The term sphere, a constituent element of the concepts of the
public and private spheres, denotes a domain or space in
hosp SDIL which discussion, dialogue, and action can take place.
Research & Study Related terms include realm, domain, space, atmosphere,
environment, and habitat. A sphere derives its existence from

A a space that enables individuals to be seen and heard or, in
-jg other words, to appear and express themselves. Such spaces
o may exist at the local, national, or global level. In Western

thought, the earliest distinction between the public and
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private spheres dates back to ancient Greece and Rome. For
the Greeks and Romans, the public sphere was the realm of
political freedom, where free citizens, as opposed to slaves,
could develop and realize their potential. The Western liberal
tradition inherited the distinction between the public and
private spheres from classical antiquity. Unlike the Roman
tradition, however, in which the private sphere was regarded
as a place of preparation for participation in public life, the
liberal tradition accords the private sphere greater
independence from the public sphere. Focusing on the
thought of Hannah Arendt, one of the major theorists of the
public—private distinction, this article examines the
foundations of that distinction and explores the similarities
and differences between her account and those of other
political philosophers.
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Extended Abstract

This article examines the complex concept of the public sphere, tracing its historical
development and theoretical foundations through the works of Thomas Hobbes,
John Locke, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, and Hannah Arendt. It begins by
considering the origins and development of the public sphere and its role in
establishing an organized and harmonious form of coexistence within human
societies. The theoretical approaches of these philosophers provide different
perspectives on the relationship between individuals, society, and the state. The
concept of the public sphere has undergone considerable transformation over the
centuries. Its early development was closely associated with ideas of the social
contract and political authority, as reflected in the writings of Thomas Hobbes and
John Locke. In his influential work Leviathan, Hobbes describes the state of nature
as a condition of war arising from individuals' concern for self-preservation and the
absence of a common authority capable of maintaining order. To escape this
condition, individuals enter into a covenant through which they authorize a
sovereign to exercise authority over them in exchange for security and peace. John
Locke, by contrast, presents a more optimistic account of the state of nature, in
which individuals are free, equal, and capable of governing their conduct according
to reason. For Locke, political society arises not merely from fear but through
rational consent, with the primary purpose of protecting natural rights, including life,
liberty, and property. Unlike Hobbes, Locke recognizes a natural social and moral
order that precedes the establishment of political government. Government is
therefore instituted to protect rights and provide an impartial means of enforcing the
law of nature, rather than to create social order from nothing. Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel offers a different approach, situating the relationship between the
public and private spheres within a broader philosophical system. In his Philosophy
of Right, Hegel identifies civil society as a distinct sphere between the family and
the state, characterized by economic relationships and the pursuit of individual
interests. He examines the dual character of civil society as both a domain in which
individuals pursue their particular interests and a potential source of social
fragmentation. Hegel emphasizes the importance of the state in mediating the
conflicts inherent in civil society and securing the unity and stability of the political
community. Hegel's analysis also addresses the economic dimensions of society,
including the emergence of bourgeois civil society and the challenges associated
with capitalism. He recognizes the possibility of social inequality and poverty within
civil society and considers the role of public institutions and state intervention in
addressing these problems. His account thus highlights the tensions between
individual economic freedom, social welfare, and the maintenance of a unified
political order. Hannah Arendt places the public realm at the centre of political life.
For her, it is a space in which individuals appear before one another through speech
and action, engage in discussion and debate, and participate in matters of common
concern. She distinguishes the public realm from the private realm and the social
realm, assigning particular importance to political action and active citizenship.
Arendt criticizes the modern tendency to blur the boundaries between public and
private life, particularly through the expansion of the social realm, which she
associates with the weakening of genuine political participation. Arendt's writings
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also emphasize plurality and diversity as essential conditions of public life. The
public realm provides a space in which individuals with different perspectives can
encounter one another, express their views, and participate in the affairs of a shared
world. Her account highlights the importance of active citizenship and the
coexistence of diverse perspectives in political life. These ideas remain relevant to
contemporary debates concerning the relationship between the public sphere,
democratic participation, and social solidarity. A comparative examination of
Hobbes, Locke, Hegel, and Arendt reveals significant differences in their accounts
of political association and the relationship between individuals and the state.
Hobbes emphasizes security and sovereign authority, whereas Locke places greater
emphasis on natural rights and government founded on consent. Hegel situates civil
society within a broader account of ethical life, addressing its economic and social
dimensions and the tensions arising from the pursuit of particular interests. Arendt,
meanwhile, understands the public realm primarily as a space of political freedom,
speech, and collective action. These contrasting perspectives offer different ways of
understanding the foundations and functions of public life. Taken together, these
philosophical approaches provide a framework for examining the role of the public
sphere in modern societies. They illuminate the changing relationship between
individual freedoms, social structures, and state authority while drawing attention to
the tensions inherent in the organization of public and private life. Their differences
also demonstrate that the distinction between the public and private spheres cannot
be adequately understood without considering the historical and philosophical
contexts in which it has developed. The public sphere is therefore a multifaceted and
evolving concept shaped by historical circumstances and philosophical debate. The
writings of Hobbes, Locke, Hegel, and Arendt offer different perspectives through
which the complex relationships between individuals, society, and the state may be
examined. Understanding these theoretical foundations is essential to addressing
contemporary challenges concerning the boundaries of public and private life and
the conditions necessary for an inclusive public sphere capable of sustaining
democratic participation and social well-being. By examining these different
philosophical perspectives, the article seeks to contribute to the continuing debate on
the public sphere and its distinction from the private sphere. It provides a
comparative account of their theoretical foundations and highlights the significance
of this distinction in shaping contemporary political and social relations.
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10. Privative
11. Privation of Privacy
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