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Abstract

The distinctive cultural characteristics and complex social
structure of Iran’s tribal communities have created conditions
that pose significant challenges to the implementation of
preventive policies aimed at addressing violent crimes.
Among the most important of these challenges are certain
traditional and cultural values conducive to retaliatory or
violent practices, local power structures that at times operate
in tension with the formal legal system of dispute resolution,
and limited public awareness of legal rights and obligations
within local communities. Such characteristics often reduce
the effectiveness of broader crime-prevention policies when
implemented in tribal and local contexts. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this study seeks to
explain how these challenges contribute to the emergence of
tensions between the traditional values governing tribal
communities and the country’s formal legal order. The article
further examines how such tensions may encourage
individuals to rely on local and informal mechanisms of
dispute settlement, many of which can assume violent or
retaliatory forms. The study therefore attempts, first, to
analyze and clarify the principal challenges confronting crime
prevention within tribal social structures and, second, to
evaluate various forms of non-penal preventive measures in
order to propose practical and enforceable solutions capable
of addressing these challenges. In doing so, the article
emphasizes the importance of adopting culturally informed
and community-oriented approaches to crime prevention that
are capable of reconciling local customs with the
requirements of the official justice system.
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Extended Abstract

Tribal communities (customary clan-based), as distinctive social institutions
characterized by their own values, cultural traditions, and social structures, have
long attracted the attention of scholars in the fields of anthropology and social
sciences. Within this context, examining the role and influence of tribal culture and
social organization on the emergence and persistence of violent crimes remains an
important subject in criminal law and criminological studies. One of the issues that
has generated serious concern for both criminal justice authorities and local
communities in Iran is the prevalence of violent crimes in tribal regions. Such
crimes often involve complex social and cultural dimensions and may produce wide-
ranging consequences, including psychological insecurity, social instability, and
threats to public order. Iranian criminal legislation does not provide an explicit
statutory definition of violent crimes. Rather, the legislature has merely identified
examples of such offenses, including homicide, aggravated theft, intentional assault
and battery, kidnapping, and other offenses involving force or intimidation.
Nevertheless, violent crimes may generally be defined as intentional acts involving
the use of force, threat, or physical or psychological harm against another person
that are recognized as criminal offenses under penal law and subject to punishment.
Among the principal challenges confronting the prevention of violent crimes in
tribal regions are the distinctive social structure of tribal communities, the influence
of local customs and cultural values, and insufficient awareness of legal rights and
obligations among members of such communities. Certain cultural norms prevailing
within some tribal settings may contribute to the encouragement, normalization, or
social acceptance of particular forms of violent conduct, thereby reducing the
effectiveness of formal crime-prevention policies and criminal justice interventions.
It should, however, be emphasized that referring to the negative dimensions of
certain cultural practices or to the challenges of preventing violent crimes does not
imply that such practices presently constitute the dominant culture of all tribal
communities. These phenomena are relative in nature and vary considerably across
different regions in terms of intensity and prevalence. Moreover, many harmful
traditions and customs have gradually weakened over time or fallen into disuse as a
result of social transformation and increased public awareness. At present, no
comprehensive and systematic research has directly examined the subject matter
addressed in this article. Although certain previous studies have touched upon
related issues, they have generally done so indirectly or by focusing only on isolated
preventive mechanisms, without addressing the broader challenges of crime
prevention or proposing comprehensive preventive measures. As a result, such
studies remain insufficient for addressing the concerns raised in the present research.
By way of example, Dr. Hossein Gholami and Hossein Moradgholi, in an article
entitled “Blood Peace: Traditional Settlement of Murder Cases,” examined one
traditional response to the violent crime of intentional homicide from the perspective
of restorative justice. However, their study focused exclusively on a single
preventive mechanism at the tertiary level of prevention and did not critically
evaluate the shortcomings and limitations of that approach. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical methodology, this article seeks to clarify how the aforementioned
challenges give rise to tensions between traditional tribal values and the country’s



Journal of Legal Research: V. 25, No. 65, Spring 2026 508

formal legal framework and how these tensions may encourage individuals to resort
to local and informal dispute-resolution practices rather than official judicial and
legal institutions. In many instances, such informal mechanisms are themselves
shaped by retaliatory or violent practices. The article therefore first examines and
analyzes the principal challenges facing crime prevention within tribal communities
and subsequently evaluates various forms of non-penal prevention in order to
propose practical and context-sensitive solutions capable of addressing these
challenges. The structure of the study reflects this approach. The first section is
devoted to the conceptualization and classification of violent crimes, tribal
communities, and crime prevention. The second section identifies and analyzes the
principal obstacles to preventing violent crimes in such communities and
demonstrates how these factors create tensions and barriers that undermine
preventive criminal policies. In the third section, the researchers draw upon
criminological approaches and theories such as cultural conflict theory, strain theory,
social control theory, and opportunity theory in order to explain the underlying
causes of violent crimes within tribal communities. Following this criminological
analysis, the article identifies and proposes indigenous and culturally compatible
strategies for preventing violent crimes. It should be noted that among the various
models of crime prevention, this study primarily adopts the framework of non-penal
prevention. More specifically, the researchers focus on social prevention and
situational prevention and seek to formulate socially-embedded preventive
mechanisms tailored to the cultural characteristics and social structures of tribal
communities. The significance of the present research lies in the fact that it moves
beyond purely abstract and theoretical discussions and instead directly addresses the
concrete challenges associated with preventing violent crimes in tribal societies. The
article proceeds from the premise that repetitive and ineffective traditional
prevention models should be reconsidered and replaced with innovative and
culturally responsive non-penal preventive strategies capable of operating
effectively within the social realities of tribal communities.
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