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Abstract

Public access to veritable legal information and legal literacy
remains limited, and in many instances the information available to
ordinary citizens is incomplete, misleading, or inaccurate. This
situation, when coupled with the economic barriers preventing
access to legal services, not only contributes to the violation of
citizens’ rights, but also leads to an increase in legal disputes,
judicial caseloads, and procedural delays within the justice system.
In light of the insufficient scholarly attention devoted to the right to
receive public legal education and access to legal services as
citizenship rights, and considering the practical significance of this
entitlement in contemporary society, the present study, recruiting a
descriptive-analytical methodology, seeks to address the following
questions: Can the right to receive legal education and services
properly be regarded as one of the manifestations of citizenship
rights? What is the status of this right within the Iranian legal
system, and what mechanisms may effectively guarantee its
realization? A meticulous examination of the categories of
citizenship rights identified by legal scholars, together with the
relevant legislative and regulatory framework, demonstrates that the
right to legal education and access to legal services constitutes an
essential component of contemporary standards of civic life and
should properly be enshrined as part of modern citizenship rights.
Nevertheless, this right has not received due attention either from
legislators or from academic scholarship within the field. This study,
while conceptualizing these entitlements within the framework of
citizenship rights, argues that the establishment of legal clinics
represents an appropriate and effective institutional mechanism for
the realization of this right. Legal clinics, through combining
educational and service-oriented functions, are capable of
promoting legal literacy, facilitating access to justice, and providing
practical legal assistance to citizens, particularly vulnerable and
economically disadvantaged groups.
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Extended Abstract

In contemporary understandings of citizenship rights, attention is commonly
directed toward the civil, social, political, and economic dimensions of individual
entitlements. Among these dimensions, access to social services constitutes an
integral citizenship right and generally encompasses such matters as public security,
social welfare, and civic services. The right to receive legal education, legal
information, and legal services should likewise be regarded as an integral
component of modern citizenship rights. The significance of this claim stems from
the fact that the legal literacy of the general public remains limited and, in many
instances, distorted or inaccurate. Given both the breadth and technical complexity
of legal knowledge, it is practically impossible for ordinary citizens to possess
adequate awareness of diverse legal matters. Moreover, superficial information
obtained, particularly through digital and social media platforms, not only frequently
fails to facilitate the vindication of legal rights, but often proves misleading and
erroneous. Accordingly, lack of legal awareness and insufficient understanding of
one’s rights must be considered among the principal causes of the deprivation and
ineffective protection of citizens’ rights. In addition, the ineffective implementation
of numerous legal rules may itself be attributed to inadequate public legal
knowledge and awareness. The importance of legal literacy in contemporary society
has become increasingly evident as the growing complexity of social relations has
generated a corresponding increase in legal disputes. To such an extent, indeed, that
the accumulation of judicial cases and excessive delays in adjudication may now be
regarded as among the most serious challenges confronting the judicial system. As
social relations become more intricate, new forms of disputes emerge, many of
which require judicial intervention and litigation. The proliferation of legal actions
before courts not only imposes substantial financial burdens upon citizens, but also
places significant pressure on judicial institutions and, from a macro-level
perspective, contributes to the erosion of social capital. Other obstacles in this field
include the inadequacy of existing legal aid mechanisms, the absence, often for
cultural reasons, of a perceived need to seek professional legal assistance, as well as
economic hardships and the high cost of legal representation and specialized legal
services. Owing to the relative neglect of the right to legal education and the right of
access to legal services as distinct manifestations of citizenship rights within the
existing scholarly literature, and considering the practical importance of these rights,
this study seeks to answer the following questions: Can the right to legal education
and the right of access to legal services properly be characterized as citizenship
rights? What is the status of these rights within the Iranian legal system? And what
mechanisms may best guarantee their effective realization for citizens? A close
examination of the various categories of citizenship rights confirms that access to
legal education and the availability of legal services must be understood as essential
requirements of contemporary social life and therefore as among the modern
manifestations of citizenship rights. Nevertheless, these rights have not received
adequate attention from either legislators or scholars working in the field of
citizenship law, despite their considerable practical significance. For this reason,
they merit substantially greater scholarly and legislative engagement. Although
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certain scholars and experts in citizenship education have acknowledged the
importance of legal education, and while some statutory provisions have addressed
aspects of public legal awareness, legal literacy in the broader sense advanced in this
study, namely, a level of legal competence and practical capability necessary for
meaningful and active participation in legal culture, has not yet been sufficiently
recognized. Existing approaches generally reduce legal awareness to mere
familiarity with citizens’ rights and duties, while citizenship education is often
confined to the promotion of general civic culture. In practice, such educational
initiatives are largely limited to mass media campaigns or programs implemented by
specific public institutions, such as municipalities, the insufficiency of which has
become evident in practice. Given the central role of legal assistance (legal aid /
assistance judiciaire) in the realization of judicial justice and the absence of
sufficiently effective institutional mechanisms in this regard, the study proposes the
establishment and development of legal clinics as an appropriate means of
addressing these deficiencies. By combining educational, research, and service-
oriented functions, legal clinics provide an effective framework for enhancing
citizens’ legal literacy and delivering accessible legal services to those in need.
These clinics are institutions in which qualified individuals, primarily law
professors, attorneys, trainee lawyers, and law students, provide practical legal
services to members of the public in a supervised setting. The establishment of such
clinics is also consistent with the ethical and religious foundations of Iranian society,
which have historically emphasized support for disadvantaged groups, the expansion
of justice, and the provision of public-interest services. Despite the increasing
scholarly attention devoted to legal clinics in recent years, several legal and practical
obstacles remain, including the ambiguous legal status of legal clinics within Iranian
law, the absence of a clearly designated regulatory authority, and the limited number
of such institutions currently in operation. These challenges underscore the need for
greater attention to the issue, particularly from the perspective of citizenship rights.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and is based on library
research, including an examination of books, scholarly articles, and relevant
legislative materials within both the Iranian legal system and selected comparative
legal systems.
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