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Abstract

The judicial and adjudicatory system maintains a close
relationship with the preservation of order and security in
every society, such that any inefficiency or disruption within
the administration of justice may give rise to social instability
and security crises. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
methodology, this study aims to examine the manner in which
al-Mansur, the second Abbasid Caliph (136-158 AH / 754-
775 CE), who may properly be regarded as the principal
architect of the Abbasid polity, utilized the judicial system in
order to establish social stability and public order during the
early Abbasid era. Given the significance of judicial
institutions in resolving disputes and maintaining social
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security, the study seeks to examine how al-Mansur employed
the institutional capacities of the judiciary to consolidate
order and stability within the newly established city of
Baghdad. Findings indicate that al-Mansur strengthened the
judicial system through the appointment of competent judges,
the reinforcement of affiliated institutions such as the Shurta
(police authority) and the Hisbah (market and public-morality

supervisory institution), and the effective utilization of their
regulatory and security-oriented capacities. Through these
measures, the Abbasid administration was able to employ the
judicial system in establishing social order, urban stability,
and administrative control within the newly founded capital
of Baghdad.
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Extended Abstract

The judicial system played a pivotal role in maintaining order and security in the
city of Baghdad during the caliphate of al-Mansur al-‘Abbasi (136-158 AH / 754-
775 CE), the second Abbasid Caliph. Any inefficiency or disruption within this
system had the potential to generate social unrest and security crises. This study
examines the manner in which the strengthening and institutional development of
the judicial system contributed to the improvement of Baghdad’s social and security
conditions during this formative historical period. Recognizing the critical
importance of judicial institutions and their capacity to prevent disorder and
instability, al-Mansur undertook significant measures aimed at reforming and
consolidating the administration of justice. His first major initiative in this regard
was the establishment of Baghdad as a secure political and administrative center
insulated, as far as possible, from prevailing political and social threats. Through the
careful urban planning of the city by specialists and under the supervision of judicial
authorities, particularly with respect to the construction of defensive and security
infrastructures, al-Mansur sought to safeguard the city and preserve public peace.
These measures were intended not only to facilitate security and administrative
oversight, but also to promote demographic expansion and urban development
within the newly established capital. As Baghdad rapidly evolved into an intellectual
and cultural center of the Islamic world, the necessity for an effective judicial
system capable of preserving social order and public security became increasingly
apparent. In furtherance of strengthening the judicial order, al-Mansur expanded and
consolidated the judiciary through the appointment of qualified judges and
systematic allocation of judicial duties and responsibilities. By supporting
jurisprudential reasoning (ijtthad) in the resolution of legal disputes and by
supervising judicial performance, he promoted both the administration of justice and
the protection of individual rights. The increasing openness and accessibility of
judicial proceedings, together with heightened attention to the rights of litigants,
played an important role in the institutional development of the Islamic judicial
system during the Abbasid era. The effective cooperation between the institutions of
the Shurta and the Hisbah and the judicial system likewise constituted a fundamental
element in ensuring security and stability in Baghdad. The Shurta, functioning as a
law-enforcement and security apparatus, was entrusted with the preservation of
public order and security. Through monitoring suspicious activities and confronting
criminal conduct, it contributed significantly to maintaining peace and order. In
addition, the Shurta served as the executive arm of the judiciary and was responsible
for the enforcement of judicial decisions and penalties. The institution of the Hisbah
was similarly charged with supervising social conduct, regulating marketplaces, and
preventing commercial misconduct and fraud. By enhancing social security and
contributing to economic stability, the Hisbah played a substantial role in preserving
order in Baghdad. Its officials exercised close oversight over commercial
transactions and market actors, thereby preventing commercial violations and
transforming Baghdad’s markets into secure centers of trade and economic activity.
Drawing upon historical evidence and authoritative juridical and legal sources, the
study demonstrates that al-Mansur, well-aware of the functional necessity of judicial
and quasi-judicial institutions, pursued the systematic strengthening and
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development of these bodies. The judicial system and its affiliated institutions
underwent significant institutional transformation during his reign, thereby
contributing materially to the establishment of order and security in Baghdad. The
appointment of competent and qualified judges, coupled with continuous oversight
of their performance, reinforced both public security and social order. The findings
further indicate that al-Mansur’s efforts to organize and institutionalize judicial
structures enhanced public confidence in the administration of justice and generated
positive consequences for the social life of Baghdad’s inhabitants. Legal disputes
and social conflicts were reduced, while justice was implemented more effectively
and comprehensively. Consequently, the judicial institution during al-Mansur’s
caliphate functioned not merely as a mechanism for dispute resolution, but also as a
crucial instrument for improving social conditions, reducing criminality, and
establishing public security. The effective interaction between judicial institutions
and their auxiliary bodies ultimately contributed to the emergence of an orderly and
secure urban society in Baghdad. This study therefore underscores the significance
of judicial institutions in shaping social stability and governance during the Abbasid
period and may provide a foundation for further research concerning the influence of
judicial systems on political authority and social organization in different historical
contexts. Ultimately, the study reveals that the judiciary and its affiliated institutions
played a decisive role in the formation of a secure and well-ordered society in
Baghdad under the caliphate of al-Mansur. Supported by the institutional capacities
of the judiciary and the cooperation of bodies such as the Shurta and the Hisbah,
Baghdad developed into one of the most secure and administratively organized
centers of the Islamic world. By recognizing the indispensable relationship between
justice, order, and security, al-Mansur placed the consolidation of public trust in
governance and justice at the heart of statecraft, thereby forging durable links
between political authority and social structure that significantly contributed to
Baghdad’s endurance as one of the principal centers of Islamic civilization.
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