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Drug Misuse

Ehsan Shariati Fard'*, Shahram Ebrahimi’

Abstract

Drug use and its associated harms are among the most
pressing concerns facing countries worldwide, prompting
governments and international organizations to adopt various
policies to combat drug misuse and addiction. Iran's criminal
justice system has relied on punitive and treatment-oriented
approaches, neither of which, according to this study, has
succeeded in reducing drug consumption. In light of these
shortcomings, a strategy based on managing soft drug use and
reducing its associated harms, informed by economic
considerations, has attracted increasing attention. This
applied study adopts a descriptive method, drawing on
documentary research, research notes, and information
collected from websites and academic articles. The findings
indicate that, unlike exclusively punitive or treatment-
oriented policies, drug misuse management adopts a
multidimensional approach that also takes economic
considerations into account. By examining the adverse effects
of unrestricted drug trafficking at the macroeconomic level
and analysing consumers' economic behaviour at the
microeconomic level, this approach draws on several
economic considerations, including reducing government
expenditure, generating public revenue, addressing
unemployment and poverty, preserving the productive
workforce, and securing capital for domestic production.
Moreover, by seeking to improve the health and treatment of
people who use drugs and their families, reduce drug-related
harm, and control crime rates, this approach may contribute
to the country's broader objectives of economic growth and
development. By incorporating the economic, social, medical,
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and legal dimensions of drug misuse, it offers an alternative framework to policies
based exclusively on punishment or treatment.
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Extended Abstract

Drug misuse has become a major concern for countries worldwide, prompting the
development and implementation of various strategies to control it. As drug-related
problems acquired an increasingly international dimension, governments adopted
international conventions and punitive policies aimed at suppressing drug
production, trafficking, and consumption. Initially, criminal justice responses relied
heavily on police and judicial enforcement, based on the assumption that arrests,
detention, and prohibitions on drug production, possession, consumption, and
distribution could eliminate the problem. However, drug misuse is a
multidimensional phenomenon involving social, medical, legal, and economic
factors. By concentrating primarily on its legal aspects and failing to provide
comprehensive measures addressing its other dimensions, punitive policies proved
insufficient to achieve their intended objectives. A different approach subsequently
emerged, advocating a medical perspective on drug use and addiction. Under this
approach, people with drug dependence were to be regarded as patients requiring
treatment rather than merely as offenders. Nevertheless, because this strategy also
failed to adequately address the economic and social dimensions of drug misuse, it
encountered limitations similar to those of punitive policies and was unable to
achieve all its intended objectives. The adoption of the United Nations Convention
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in 1988 marked
an important development in international drug control. Against the background of
evolving drug control policies, a broader approach based on drug misuse
management emerged, seeking to move beyond exclusively punitive or treatment-
oriented responses. This approach regards addiction as a social, medical, legal, and
economic phenomenon that cannot be adequately addressed through punishment or
treatment alone. It seeks to overcome a major weakness of earlier strategies: their
insufficient attention to financial and economic considerations. Drawing on
economic principles, drug misuse management seeks to transform the economic
potential associated with the drug market into opportunities that may serve broader
national economic objectives. At the same time, it pursues two primary objectives:
improving the health of people who use drugs and the wider community, and
achieving secondary objectives such as facilitating social reintegration, restoring
psychological well-being, reducing drug-related offences, including theft and
unlawful sexual activity undertaken to finance drug purchases, and ultimately
reducing and preventing drug consumption. Under the proposed framework, the first
step is to distinguish between soft and hard drugs and allocate specific
responsibilities and budgets to the institutions responsible for addressing each
category. The second step involves bringing the domestic drug market and the
profitable transit of drugs through the country under state control. The study argues
that such an arrangement could displace criminal organizations and redirect the
economic benefits of this market towards the state and society. The government
could then use the resulting financial resources to implement the various
components of its drug misuse management strategy. According to the proposed
economic and managerial framework, effective implementation could contribute to
reducing public expenditure, generating government revenue, addressing
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unemployment and poverty, preserving the country's productive workforce, and
mobilizing capital for production at both the macroeconomic and microeconomic
levels. Against this background, the present study addresses the following question:
What are the economic foundations of drug misuse management? To answer this
question, the study first examines the drug trade from a macroeconomic perspective,
then analyses the economic behaviour of people who misuse drugs, and finally
identifies the economic foundations of the proposed approach through comparison
with alternative drug control policies. The research is applied in purpose and
descriptive in method. Its findings are based on documentary research, systematic
note-taking, and the examination of relevant websites and academic articles.
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