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Abstract

The doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) was
adopted at the 2005 United Nations World Summit and
incorporated into paragraphs 138 and 139 of the Outcome
Document. The Syrian Arab Republic is one of the
strategically significant states in the Middle East. Despite
efforts by the Syrian government and the international
community to restore civilian security, the commission of
crimes against humanity and inhumane acts by armed groups
has not been prevented. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, examines the legality of military
intervention in Syria under the doctrines of humanitarian
intervention and the Responsibility to Protect, with reference
to the express provisions of the United Nations Charter, the
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations among States, the positions of the Security
Council, and the foundations of customary and treaty-based
international law. The findings indicate that military
intervention in Syria justified on the basis of humanitarian
intervention or the Responsibility to Protect lacks legal
legitimacy due to its inconsistency with the express
provisions of the UN Charter, the Declaration on Friendly
Relations, the opposition of the Security Council, and the
absence of a clear legal basis in customary and conventional
international law. Furthermore, an assessment of the Security
Council’s approach toward the Syrian crisis and its
relationship with humanitarian intervention, particularly
within the framework of the Responsibility to Protect
doctrine, demonstrates a certain tension between realist
interpretations of state conduct and the normative claims
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underlying humanitarian intervention.
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Extended Abstract

The idea of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) was first introduced in 2001 by the
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS). The
doctrine was subsequently formally recognized and adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly at the 2005 World Summit, where it was incorporated into
paragraphs 138 and 139 of the Outcome Document. According to this doctrine, each
state bears the primary responsibility to protect its population from genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. The Responsibility to Protect
is generally structured around three pillars: the responsibility to prevent, the
responsibility to react, and the responsibility to rebuild. The Syrian Arab Republic
constitutes one of the strategically important states in the Middle East. In early
March 2011, Syria entered a violent internal conflict, which subsequently developed
into a major humanitarian crisis that continues to have significant regional and
international consequences. Since April 2011, the United Nations Human Rights
Council has adopted numerous resolutions concerning the Syrian situation, leading
to the establishment of commissions of inquiry, fact-finding missions, and other
investigative mechanisms. Regional organizations, including the Arab League, the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, and the European Union, have also undertaken
various measures aimed at addressing the crisis. The United Nations Security
Council and the General Assembly have adopted numerous resolutions and
undertaken various initiatives since the beginning of the conflict. These measures
have included sanctions against the Syrian government, the deployment of regional
and international observers, the appointment of several United Nations Special
Envoys, diplomatic negotiations between the Syrian government and opposition
groups, ceasefire initiatives, the removal and destruction of Syria’s chemical
weapons stockpiles, prohibitions on the use of chemical weapons against civilians,
and the provision of humanitarian assistance to civilians, refugees, and besieged
populations. The international community has also expressed concern regarding
violence committed by extremist armed groups, civilian casualties, displacement,
and the need for a political process allowing Syrians to determine their country’s
future through an inclusive and free process. Nevertheless, these measures have not
produced a significant reduction in violence. Numerous Security Council resolutions
addressing the Syrian crisis have also failed due to vetoes by permanent members of
the Council. Despite efforts by the Syrian government and the international
community to restore civilian security, serious violations of international
humanitarian law and allegations of crimes against humanity have continued. This
article adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology. The descriptive method is
employed in explaining the concept and development of the Responsibility to
Protect doctrine within international law and in presenting the factual background of
the Syrian conflict. The analytical method is used to examine the legal foundations,
practical challenges, and institutional responses associated with R2P in the Syrian
context. The principal objectives of the study are to analyze the legal basis and status
of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine in relation to the Syrian conflict, examine
the implementation challenges of the doctrine, and assess the approach of the United
Nations Security Council toward the Syrian war. The Responsibility to Protect
doctrine permits the use of coercive measures, including the potential use of force
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for humanitarian purposes, only under specific conditions and following the
fulfillment of certain requirements. However, humanitarian intervention and its more
developed form, the Responsibility to Protect, may potentially be subject to abuse by
powerful states seeking to advance political, economic, geopolitical, or regime-
change objectives. This concern has remained one of the central criticisms
surrounding the application of humanitarian intervention in international relations.
The military interventions in Syria, as well as the provision of military assistance
and weapons to certain opposition groups, have generated significant controversy
regarding their compatibility with fundamental principles of contemporary
international law, including the UN Charter, the principle of non-intervention, and
the Declaration on Friendly Relations among States. From a legal perspective,
unilateral humanitarian intervention in Syria cannot be considered legitimate where
it lacks authorization from the Security Council and does not have a recognized
basis in customary or treaty-based international law. The Syrian crisis also
demonstrates the practical limitations of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine. The
inability of the Security Council to adopt unified measures in response to the
conflict has contributed to the continuation and escalation of violence and has
facilitated the growth of armed groups with extremist ideological orientations. The
Syrian case illustrates the difficulties faced by the international community in
reconciling humanitarian objectives with the principles of state sovereignty, non-
intervention, and the institutional framework established by the UN Charter.
Ultimately, the Syrian conflict indicates that, despite its development as an important
normative framework in international relations, the Responsibility to Protect
doctrine remains largely within the realm of soft law rather than a fully binding legal
obligation. The continued dependence of Security Council action on the interests
and positions of its permanent members has limited the practical implementation of
R2P and prevented the emergence of a consistent and universally accepted
mechanism for humanitarian intervention under international law.
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