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Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space

Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, opened for signature Jan. 27, 1967, 18 UST 2410;
TIAS 6347; 610 UNTS 205.
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Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, opened for signature
Mar.29, 1972, 24 UST 2389; TIAS 7762; 961 UNTS 187.
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Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched

into Outer Space, opened for signature Apr. 22,1968, 19 UST 7570; TIAS 6599; 672 UNTS 119.

2. Launching authority.
3. Responsibility.
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1. Launch.
2. Procuring the launch.
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1. Perpetration.

2. Execution.

3. Stephen Gorove , "Toward a Clarification of the Term “Space Object” — An International Legal and
Policy Imperative?” , Journal of Space Law, Vol.21, No.1, 1993, p.19.

4. Ibid.

5. Orbital.

6. Suborbital.
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8. Gyula Gal.

9. Karl- Heinz Bockstigel.

10. Ricky J. Lee ,”the Liability Convention and Private Space Launch Services - Domestic Regulatory.
Responses™, Annals of Air and Space Law, Vol. XXXI, 2006, p.361.
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1. Michael Chatzipanagiotis , “Registration of Space Objects and Transfer of Ownership in Orbit”,
German Journal of Air and Space Law (ZLW), Vol.56, 2007, p .235.

2. Maureen Williams, “Perceptions on the Definition of a Launching State and Space Debris Risks”,
Proceedings of the Forty - Fifth Colloquium on the Law of Outer Space , 2002, p .283.

3. Zhao Yun, “Revisiting the 1975 Registration Convention: time for Revision?”, Australian Journal of
International Law, Vol.11, 2004, p. 113.

4. Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, opened for signature may 23.1969, 1155 U.N.T.S. 331.
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The Launching State of Space Objects
and Effect of Sea Launch Project on Development of its Concept

Hosna Khalvandi
&
Seyed Hadi Mahmoudi (Ph.D.)

The concept of “Launching State” is a key concept in international space law; because under Liability
Convention, adopted in 1972, the launching state is liable for damages caused by launched space objects. On the
other hands, under Registration Convention, adopted in 1975, the launching state is committed to register the
launched space object.

At the beginning of space age and in time of codification of international space law treaties, states were
launched their space objects from their territory and with their facilities. By and by, cooperation of two or
several states led to multiple launching states that are anticipated in liability convention. But nowadays, new
situation have occurred that the concept of launching state has affected. One of the new situation is “Sea Launch
project” that due to launching from high seas, launching from mobile platform that is registered in a non-
member state of the Liability Convention, and also presence of non-governmental entities in the form of an
international consortium that among them so far no agreement has been concluded, the subject of determination
of launching state(s) and possible liability has affected. In a short while, considering the problem which exists in
the application of the concept of launching state and the legal gap that was created within Sea Launch project, it
became the subject of the agenda of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPOUS) and then
the UN General Assembly issued a resolution on “the Application of the Concept of Launching State”. The
purpose of this article is based on the study of the concept of launching state of space objects according to
documents of international space law and also study of the effect of the Sea Launch project on the concept of
“Launching State”.

Keywords: Launching State, Liability Convention, Launching from sea, Sea Launch project, General Assembly
Resolution 59/115.
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