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6. literary and artistic works
7. “Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works”, Paris Act of July 24, 1971, as
amended on September 28, 1979.
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11. Creators
12. WIPO, “WIPO Intellectual Property Handbook”, p. 41;
http://wipo.int/copyright/en/general/about_copyright.html [27July.2012]
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14. closed systems
15. open systems
16. The three-step test
17. Lepage, “Overview of Exceptions and limitations to copyright in the digital environment”, 5.
18. “The Intellectual Property Code (1992), last amendment 20107,
Available: http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/details.jsp?id=5563. [26July.2012]
19. “The Copyright, Designs and Patent Act of 1988”,
Available: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/48/contents. [26July.2012]
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21. Colombet, “Major Principles of Copyright and Neighbouring Rights in the World: A Comparative
Law Approach”, 50.
22. fair use
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23. Merryman & Elsen, Law, Ethics and the Visual Arts, 348-364.
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Developing Digital Libraries and the Fate of Copyright
from the perspective of Comparative and International Law

Javad SHOJA
Master of Law, Researcher of Iranian National Center for Globalization Studies (INCGS)
Elham Sadate ALVANKAR

Master of Library and Information Science (MLIS)

Developing information technology has opened new legal aspects in protecting intellectual
property rights in cyber space among which is infringement of copyright law by making
unlimited number of copies of Literary and Artistic Works, available for thousands of users.
Digital library as result of developed information technology, come up with copyright law in
two parts: "digital acquisition” and "giving services and providing access" to digital content
for library users.

Digital acquisition is usually done in two ways: one is digitalization of printed materials by
scan or other technical ways and the other is that sources are originally selected, gathered and
bought in digital format. About "giving access and services" digital libraries are similar to
traditional libraries. The only different is that limitations of papers and accessibility are
eliminated and digital sources are more flexible, easily copied and accessible for several users
at the same time.

Explaining technical context of developing digital libraries, in this research issues and
challenges that copyright law brings to the libraries are illustrated and finally the resolutions
that legislators of USA, France, United Kingdome and Iran have for obstacles in developing
digital libraries are investigated.

Consequences show that digitalization of libraries doesn’t open new pages of copyright
law but the current law faces new issues in copyright. These issues can be resolved by adding
digital concepts to statutory law. In fact there is no difference between the nature of law in
digital and real environment but the supervision and performance of rules should be changed.
Keyword: library, digital library, intellectual property rights, copyright.
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