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4. Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain.
5. Emile Kolthoff, “THE Relation between Corruption and Human Rights in Police Work”

(paper presented at the 7th Session of the EGPA Ethics and Integrity Study Group during the 32
EGPA Conference, Toulouse, France, September 8-10, 2010).
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6. International Council on Human Rights Policy, “Corruption and Human Rights: Making the
Connection” (Annual Report, Versoix: International Council on Human Rights Policy, 2009), 15.
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10. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

11. “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,” Audiovisual Library of International
Law, Accessed March 11, 2013, http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/iccpr/iccpr.html,.

12. Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups, and Organs of Society to
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
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13. Obligation to Respect.

14. Obligation to Protect.

15. Obligation to Fulfill.

16. Berihun Adugna Gebeye, “Corruption and Human Rights: Exploring the Relationships
Human Welfare Study 70 (2012): 17-18.

17. “Corruption and Human Rights”, Pusham UII, Accessed April 07, 2013,
www.pusham.uii.ac.id/files.php?type=art&lang=en&id=227.
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18. Julio Bacio-Terracino, “Corruption as a Violation of Human Rights,” International Council
on Human Rights Policy 41 (2008): 8.
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21. Direct Violation of Human Rights.
22. Indirect Violation of Human Rights.
23. Remote Violation of Human Rights.
24. Bacio-Terracino, op. cit., 10-11.
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Corruption’s Effect on the
Realization of Human Rights

Hossein Sepah-sara
MA of International Public Law (Allameh Tabataba'i University)

Email: h.sepahsara@gmail.com
Every society relatively faces with corrupt practices. In recent years,
scholars have begun to examine the links between corruption and
human rights and have widely held that corruption violates human
rights. When corruption is widespread, people do not have access to
justice, Court officials and the police pay more heed to bribes than to
law, Hospitals do not heal people because the medical staffs give
better treatment to patients who pay backhanders, Poor families
cannot feed themselves, and Schools cannot offer their students a
sound education. However, although all corrupt practices may in the
long run affect a human right, this is not synonymous with a violation
of rights. This work analyses when and how a corrupt practice entails
a human rights violation by examining how the most common corrupt
practices may violate several fundamental human rights and with
respect of states obligation to respect, protect and fulfill of human
rights in covenants, this paper illustrates negative effects of corruption
on realizing of these rights.

Keywords: Corruption, Human Rights, Obligation to Respect, Protect
and Fulfill of Human Rights.
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